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Testing The Claim 

Hypothetical question: The Aztec empire flourished in the area of central Mexico 

until the Spanish conquistadors arrived in 1521. Today there are descendants of those 

same Aztecs living in Mexico. How likely do you think it would be for them to come 

together after 500 years to rebuild the Aztec empire? Or what about the Phoenicians? 

Do you think it possible for them to form a revived Phoenician state after 2300 years? 

More to the point, how would you determine the mathematical probability of such 

an event happening? Of course, the chances are extremely low, but how low? 

Let’s make it even more absurd. Supposing such an event did occur, what would be 

the chances that someone, hundreds of years earlier, had somehow accurately and 

plainly predicted it would happen. What would be the probability then? How would 

you estimate or determine the combined probability of the prediction with its 

fulfillment? 

If these sound like silly questions to you, they’re not, for such an event has 

happened in recent history. In 1948, after over 2500 years of captivity and 

dispersion around the world, the Jews descended from the ancient nation of Israel 

returned to their old homeland to became a modern independent state1. Like it or 

not, the state of Israel exists today, and is a central figure in the conflicts of the 

Middle East. That such an event happened is unprecedented, yet what is more 

amazing is that there are multiple direct predictions of this happening written 

thousands of years earlier, and those predictions accurately reflect the current 

conditions in Israel today. 

By this point, you probably think this claim is completely ridiculous, made by some 

self-deceived religious wacko with his head in the sand. If there are prophecies, 

you’re sure they’re so vague, they can be interpreted to mean anything—and hence 

they mean nothing. But the predictions I’m talking about really are unambiguous, 

                                                 
1 Wikipedia defines a nation as “a stable community of people, formed on the basis of a 

common language, territory, economic life, ethnicity or psychological make-up manifested in 

a common culture.” A state is defined as “an organized community living under a single 

political structure and government, sovereign or constituent.” 

THE CLAIM 
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obvious to anyone who will read them. You can read them for yourself. They are also 

specific in their details. Some even explain their own meanings in plain language. 

Being somewhat skeptical by nature myself, I know I cannot convince you of this. 

But I think if you read the prophecies for yourself and do your own research, I won’t 

have to. You will convince yourself. 

This is a workbook to help you test the claims of the Bible using only personal 

investigation, logic, and a little mathematics. It consists of fifty-five straight-forward 

and impartial questions. Some are very simple, but others will require time and effort 

to research and answer. All of the questions are necessary, however, to determine the 

probabilities of the predicted events and test their claimed fulfillments. Since you 

will be comparing biblical prophecies with reality, some questions will require you to 

read those prophecies. I have included references to them so you can read them in 

any Bible of your choosing. 

If you accept the challenge, you may use whatever sources you want to do your 

research: books, magazines, news articles, internet, encyclopedias, subject-matter 

experts, first-hand experience, artificial intelligence, and so on. You can do this study 

on your own or with others. The important thing is that, whether you earnestly want 

to know the truth or you intentionally try to prove me wrong, you do your own 

work, sticking only with the facts. I will not provide answers for you or try to 

indoctrinate you in any way. Instead, you will find the answers yourself, and when 

you’re finished, you will come up with your own conclusions based solely on the 

facts you find. 

What’s the purpose of this challenge? To show, through your own research, evidence 

that points to the existence of the God of the Bible, that the Bible is God’s word, and 

what it has to say is of life-and-death importance for you. Right now you probably 

have the opposite belief. You’ve been told the Bible is full of fables, lies, and 

inaccuracies. You may even be able to list off what you think are some 

contradictions. Whatever you believe, you can only know the truth by doing your 

own investigation into the claims of the Bible, paying close attention to the meanings 

of words and the context. 

The Bible contains many different prophecies. It even records some of their 

eyewitness fulfillments. But because those eyewitnesses are long dead, skeptics have 

come up with a standard list of excuses to avoid having to believe. You probably 

subscribe to one or more of these: 
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1. “The prophecies were written after the events happened.” 

2. “The prophecies were written vaguely. They can be interpreted to mean 

anything.” 

3. “The fulfillments were coincidental, the result of random chance.” 

4. “The prophecies were purposely fulfilled to make the Bible seem true.” 

5. “The Bible writers lied about the fulfillments.” 

These seem like good points, but I have never seen them backed up with hard facts. 

They really only serve as an excuse to avoid the effort of looking at the evidence. It 

doesn’t matter though, for none of these objections apply to the prophecies of 

restoration of the nation of Israel: 

1. It is plainly evident that the prophecies were written before Israel became a state 

in 1948. There are still a large number of Bibles significantly older than modern 

Israel, and they all contain the prophecies. If you have access to one, I encourage 

you to use it. The older, the better. 

2. By reading the Bible passages listed in this workbook for yourself, you will 

discover that the restoration of Israel (and the conditions within that restored 

nation) was directly predicted in multiple places. Far from being a vague 

interpretation, it is the only obvious interpretation. 

3. The likelihood that all the prophecies were fulfilled by random chance is so small, 

it’s more likely you’ll win the lottery tomorrow. All of the questions in this 

booklet are worded to get you to think seriously about the probability of each 

aspect of each fulfillment, and then to think about their combined probability. 

4. When you study history, especially of the period leading up to 1948, you will find 

Israel was not restored just to make the prophecies seem true. Nations don’t 

return after hundreds or thousands of years just because they want to, otherwise 

we would see many ancient displaced peoples regain their homeland to form 

revived states. If you do your research, you will also see that the fulfillment 

happened as a result of non-Jewish causes. 

5. Obviously, the Bible writers could not have lied about the fulfillment, because 

they didn’t witness it—we did. 

Your study will confirm that the standard skeptic excuses don’t apply. 
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This is a quest for objective truth. Due to the effort involved, the fear of upsetting 

one’s personal world-view, or a comfortable close-mindedness, I don’t expect many 

will take this challenge… but I hope you will. Investigate this in minute detail. Look for 

evidence both for and against. Try to set aside your biases as much as possible. 

You’re welcome to come up with a theory to explain all this in a naturalistic manner, 

but make sure your theory also has supporting evidence. 

As you seriously study this topic, I hope you will connect the facts and come to my 

conclusion, however uncomfortable it may be to you: 

Fact 1: 

It is extremely unlikely for an ancient nation to be restored in modern times. 

Fact 2: 

The ancient nation of Israel was restored to their homeland in 1948. 

Fact 3: 

The Bible predicted God would restore Israel to their homeland. 

Conclusion: 

God fulfilled his promises as he said. Therefore, he exists, and the Bible is true. 
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The Questions 

This first set of questions is to help establish a baseline for calculating the 

probabilities for Fact 1. To determine if the modern-day restoration of Israel is a 

result of natural causes or supernatural intervention, you need some global statistics 

to compare those events to. It may be difficult or impossible to find precise answers 

or numbers for some of these questions, but at least do the research to come up with 

a realistic estimate. (Appendix B contains an example of how artificial intelligence 

chatbot GROK answered these first eleven questions.) 

1. How many nations exist on earth today? 

 

2. How many nations have existed in recorded history? 

 

3. Besides Israel, how many groups of people have lost their independent state 

status, and then regained it after at least 10 years? after 100 years? after 1000 

years? 

 

4. What happens to the likelihood that a nation will regain its statehood over each of 

these time periods? 

 

5. Other than Israel, how many scattered people groups have retained their national 

identity for at least 10 years? for at least 100 years? for at least 1000 years? 
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6. Besides Israel, how many nations were removed from their homeland and 

scattered among many other nations before regaining their statehood? 

 

 

The next two questions are optional, since we’re focusing on Israel’s return, not their 

dispersion. 

7. (optional) Besides Israel, how many nations have had the loss of their statehood 

predicted at least 100 years in advance?  

 

8. (optional) How many of these other nations have had the manner of that loss (i.e. 

how it would occur) predicted at least 100 years in advance? 

 

9. How many of these nations, before they lost their statehood, were told 

beforehand they would be scattered around the world, yet would never lose their 

identity? 

 

10. Besides Israel, how many nations have had the restoration of their statehood 

predicted at least 100 years in advance? 

 

11. How many of these nations have had the future conditions within their restored 

nation predicted in detail? 
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These next two questions pertain to Fact 2—that the nation of Israel was restored in 

modern times. It seems obvious, but let’s make sure of it anyway. 

12. Is there a modern state of Israel today? 

 

13. Are the Jewish inhabitants of today’s state of Israel descendants of the Jews of 

ancient Israel? What evidence is there (for or against)? 

 

 

 

 

These next questions relate to prophecies about a small portion (a “remnant”) of the 

Jews surviving the fall of ancient Israel, suffering oppression as they were scattered 

in the world, yet still retaining their identity. 

EXHIBIT A: Read Amos 9:7–10, Ezekiel 5:11–12, Hosea 9:17, Jeremiah 31:35–36, and 

Jeremiah 46:28. 

14. What do these passages say God will do to his people? 

 

 

 

15. Do these passages say God would utterly destroy Israel down to the last person? 
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16. According to Jeremiah 31:35–36, under what conditions will Israel cease to ever be 

a nation? 

 

 

(See Genesis 1:14–15 for the ‘ordinances’ (purpose) of the sun, moon and stars.) 

17. According to these passages, why would Israel be scattered among the nations? 

 

 

 

 

Now we come to questions that deal with the biblical prophecies of Israel’s 

restoration (Fact 3). This first group of questions deal with the claims that Israel’s 

return was foretold before it happened. In these passages, note that Jacob is the 

original name of Israel (Genesis 32:28), and the tribe of Ephraim represents Israel 

because he received the birthright (preeminent position) from Jacob (Genesis 48:13–

19, 1 Chronicles 5:1, Jeremiah 31:9). 

EXHIBIT B: Read Isaiah 11:11–12, Jeremiah 3:18, Jeremiah 16:14–15, Jeremiah 23:7–8, 

Ezekiel 20:33–44, Ezekiel 36:1–12, Ezekiel 36:22–24, and 

 Zechariah 10:6–8. 

18. What is the common event that is going to happen in all of these passages? 
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19. Is there a more obvious explanation of these passages that doesn’t require Israel 

to be returned to their homeland? 

 

 

 

 

20. According to these passages, how certain is this event going to happen, and why? 

 

 

21. Where are the people of Israel returning from? Is this a return of Jews moving 

from one region to their homeland, or something larger? 

 

 

22. What does “they shall be as though I had not cast them off” (Zechariah 10:6) say 

about what you read earlier in Hosea 9:17? 

 

 

23. According to Ezekiel 36:12, once Israel returns to their land, will they ever be 

removed again? (see also Jeremiah 24:6, Amos 9:15.) 
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EXHIBIT C: Read Deuteronomy 30:1–5. (If you have time, read chapters 28 through 

30 for the full context, including the “blessing and the curse” of verse 1, 

and do the optional questions.) 

24. Who is this passage written to? (See 27:11-14, 29:1-2, and 31:1) 

 

25. Where will they be in chapter 30, verse 1? 

 

26. (optional) According to 28:58-64, why will they be there? 

 

27. What is going to happen to them in chapter 30? 

 

 

28. According to verse 1, at what point in their history is this supposed to happen? 

 

 

 

29. What will cause this to happen? What is the “driving force” to ensure that it 

happens? 
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30. (optional) How does Deuteronomy 28:15–68 compare to the history of ancient 

Israel? 

 

 

 

 

 

31. (optional) How does Deuteronomy 28 to 30 fit in with the exhibit A passages that 

you read earlier? 

 

 

 

 

32. (optional) How old are the oldest known copies of Deuteronomy that we have 

today? 

 

 

33. (optional) When was Deuteronomy 28:68 fulfilled? Was it before or after the 

prophecy was written? 
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EXHIBIT D: Read Ezekiel 37. This is a prophetic vision with symbolic imagery, 

followed by the interpretation of the vision. 

34. According to verse 11, what are the “bones” mentioned in this passage? 

 

 

35. According to verses 12 and 21, what are the “graves” mentioned in this passage? 

 

 

36. What is this prophecy about? 

 

 

37. According to these passages, what is the primary cause for this event happening? 

 

 

38. What do you think is the significance of the bones being “very dry” in verse 2? 

(What can you deduce about a dry bone when you see it?) 

 

 

39. The progress of moving from dry bones to a living army takes multiple stages. Do 

these stages imply anything about how the fulfillment will happen? 
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40. Is there some other explanation for this passage that makes it irrelevant in regards 

to the modern day restoration of Israel? If so, what factual evidence do you have 

for the explanation? 

 

 

 

 

These next questions are about what the Bible says the conditions will be like in the 

restored nation of Israel. 

EXHIBIT E: Read Joel 3:1–2, Joel 3:17–21, Joel 2:23–26, and Amos 9:13–15. 

41. What do these passages say the conditions will be like in the future land of Israel? 

 

 

 

 

42. How do the conditions in the land of Israel today compare with the land of 

Palestine before Israel returned in 1948? (Research old photographs and 

eyewitness evidence.) 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT F: Read Isaiah 49:19–21 and Zechariah 10:9–10. 
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43. What do these passages say about the population density of Israel after it returns? 

 

44. How much area does the state of Israel cover today, and what is its population? 

What is the average population density? 

 

 

45. How does the population density compare to Japan? 

 

46. How much of the land of Israel is inhabitable, and what does this say about the 

population density in the inhabitable parts? 

 

 

EXHIBIT G: Read Zechariah 2:1–13. 

47. According to verse 4, what will be the future condition of Jerusalem? 

 

48. Does this reflect the condition of Jerusalem today? 

 

49. When this prophecy was written, was it considered a good thing not to have a 

wall around Jerusalem (See Nehemiah 1:3, 2:17)? If not, why would this prophecy 

say it would be so? 
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There are many more fulfilled prophecies relating to the restoration of Israel, but 

these should be sufficient for you to draw some kind of conclusion. These last set of 

questions address that conclusion, whatever it may be. 

50. Do the claims given in the introduction (i.e. the third paragraph) accurately reflect 

what the Bible says? Why or why not? 

 

 

 

51. Some of the prophecies you’ve read state God would be the one to bring Israel 

back to their homeland. Did Israel became a state solely as a result of its own 

effort? 

 

 

52. How do you calculate the combined probability of multiple events? (For example, 

you know the chances that a tossed coin will land ‘heads’ is 50%. How do you 

calculate the odds that the next ten tosses will all result in ‘heads?’) 

 

 

 

 



Fifty-Five Questions for Skeptics 
 

 

NOTES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
16 

53. Calculate the combined probability that all of the prophecies you’ve looked at 

were fulfilled by random chance. To calculate each probability, divide the number 

of nations that match the condition by the total number of nations in the group. 

For example, suppose 100 nations have been dispersed around the world. If 5 of 

those nations have retained their national identity after 2500 years, the 

probability would be:         =  0.05 . 

 ______: the likelihood that an ancient people would retain their ethnic 

identity after 2500 years of captivity and dispersion around the world. 

� ______: that afterward, these people would regain their land and become a 

nation again, 

� ______: that these people would return to their original homeland from all 

over the world, 

� ______: that the conditions in their land would be accurately predicted, 

� ______: that their capital city would be inhabited without walls, 

� ______: that, of all the ancient nations that could have returned, it happened 

to the one prophesied to do so. 

= ______: Multiply all of the above to get the combined probability. 

This answer only takes into account some of the fulfilled prophecies. There are 

many others I haven’t included. You can investigate them for yourself and 

include them in your calculations if you desire. (Another factor you can include is 

that the Jews suffered many attempts over the centuries to annihilate them—in 

my opinion to prevent the prophecies from being fulfilled, yet they survived. This 

is implied in passages such as Deuteronomy 28:63–67 and Amos 9.) 

 

5 

100 
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54. Now compare the combined probability of these prophecies being fulfilled by 

chance with the many statements in the Bible that say God would surely cause 

these prophecies to be fulfilled. What does this say about the likelihood that the 

God of the Bible exists? What does it say about his trustworthiness? 

 

55. What significance does this have for you? 
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Postscript 

There are more fulfilled prophecies relating to Israel’s return, but I don’t want to tire 

you out looking up Bible passages and doing research. I hope by this point you’ve 

come to the same conclusion I have. If you still need to see more fulfilled prophecies, 

I recommend the book “The Hand of God: Ancient Prophecies—Modern Miracles of 

Israel”, by Bill Heinrich (www.scribd.com/document/183070987). In it the author 

presents the details of many prophecies that were partially or completely fulfilled by 

the time of publishing, a few of which are: 

• the eastern gate of Jerusalem being shut (happened 

in 1514 A.D. by the Muslims), 

• the Hebrew language restored to everyday usage, 

• the monetary unit of the restored nation being the 

shekel, 

• the Gentiles helping to bring the Jews to their 

restored homeland, 

• Jews being airlifted into the country, 

• and the desert lands being inhabited. 

When you factor in these other prophecy fulfillments, the likelihood for a chance 

fulfillment shrinks even more rapidly. It’s also fascinating to see these things happen 

practically before one’s eyes! 

I hope this workbook has given you a hunger to study the Bible for yourself. Claims 

that the Bible is unreliable are themselves unreliable. You can only know this by 

investigating for yourself. 

Most importantly, I hope your study of the Bible will lead you to know Jesus Christ 

as your Lord and Savior from sin. Biblical prophecies were not given so we might 

know the future; they were given so that we might know God: that he is real and that 

he will do what he promised, no matter how improbable or impossible it might seem 

to us. This is seen in a phrase that occurs many times in connection with biblical 

prophecy: “…Then you shall know that I am the LORD.” 

The eastern gate of Jerusalem. 
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� In Exodus 6:7-8, God promised to rescue the Israelites from Egyptian slavery 

and bring them to the land he promised their forefathers. He told them, “Then 

you shall know that I am the LORD your God…” 

� In 1 Kings 20:28, God promised Israel that he would deliver the Syrian army 

that had come against them in vast numbers into their hands, after which they 

“shall know that I am the LORD.” 

God always does what he promises to do, but it is more beneficial to believe him 

before the prophecies are fulfilled. There are consequences to doubting God when it’s 

too late. 

The most important prophecy you must concern yourself with is that of the promised 

return of Jesus Christ to judge the world. The modern-day return of Israel is just one 

of the indicators pointing to this event. Another set of indicators is the fulfillment of 

prophecies about the condition the world is in today.2 You may think Jesus Christ’s 

return a fable, but it is as sure to happen as it was for Israel to return to their 

homeland. You need to be ready for his return, because when it happens, it will be 

too late to change your mind! 

The times of ignorance therefore God overlooked. But now he commands that all people 

everywhere should repent, because he has appointed a day in which he will judge the 

world in righteousness by the man whom he has ordained; of which he has given 

assurance to all men, in that he has raised him from the dead.” (Acts 17:30-31) 

For God so loved the world, that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in 

him should not perish, but have eternal life. For God didn’t send his Son into the world to 

judge the world, but that the world should be saved through him. He who believes in him 

is not judged. He who doesn’t believe has been judged already, because he has not believed 

in the name of the one and only Son of God. (John 3:16-18) 

If you want to study the Bible some more, I suggest beginning with the book of John, 

and then go on to Romans, paying close attention to what these books say about 

Jesus Christ. 

 

                                                 
2 For some examples, see dtjsoft.com/personal-apologetic#todayprophecies. 
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Appendix A: Rationale for the Questions 

When calculating the probabilities of an event occurring, you need to examine as 

many details as possible. If you never considered the chances for Israel to regain their 

homeland, you would likely think that, while the chances were low, they couldn’t be 

too low because the event did happen. If I asked only a few questions, you would 

likely overestimate the probabilities of the events. You would be thinking in terms of 

generalities, not taking into account the specific details involved in the prophetic 

fulfillments. But it’s only when you get into the details that you can see how unlikely 

the event really was. These questions draw attention to the details so a more accurate 

assessment of the probabilities can be made. 

There’s nothing special about the number fifty-five. I could have asked many more 

questions about other aspects of Israel’s prophetic fulfillment. But then you would be 

less willing to finish the investigation because of the work involved. I think these 

fifty-five questions strike a balance between the two extremes. 

Here’s the purpose for each of the fifty-five questions: 

1, 2 To calculate the probability of the state of one thing in a set of things, you 

need to know the total number of things in the set and their states. Suppose 

you have a bag with five red and green M&M candies. If you take four out, of 

which two are red and the other two are green, the likelihood that the last one 

out will be red is 50%. However, if the bag had 100 M&Ms, of which 2 were 

red and 97 were green, the chances drop to about 2% that the last one will be 

red. The probability depends on the total number of items. Likewise, since 

you're looking at events relating to a single nation, you first need to know the 

total number of nations to determine the probabilities in the questions that 

follow. I decided to break this down into two questions. The first seems 

relatively easy, but is actually difficult to determine when you make the 

distinction between a nation and a state3. The second is likely impossible to 

discover. But regardless, you should be able to come up with some realistic 

minimum values. 

3 You’re attempting to determine if Israel's return is the result of supernatural 

intervention or natural causes. Israel is the test case, and all the other nations 

are the control group. Questions 3 through 11 are about the control group. 

                                                 
3 www.quora.com/How-many-nations-are-there 
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Israel lost and regained its statehood. How many other nations have lost and 

regained their statehood? A couple of examples are Lithuania and Estonia 

which have both recently celebrated the 100th anniversary of their restored 

statehoods. 

4 You should find that as time goes on, the chances for a restoration decreases. 

Because some nations have returned to independent statehood, you may 

have enough data to estimate the chances for Israel's return after over 2500 

years. For those mathematically inclined, here's one way to get a rough 

estimate. 

 Value Example 

(a)  Enter the shortest number of years for 

which you have data. 

 

________ 
100 

(b)  Enter the number of nations restored 

during the shortest time period. 

 

________ 
10 

(c)  Enter the longest number of years for which 

you have data. 

 

________ 
200 

(d)  Enter the number of nations restored 

during the longest time period. 

 

________ 
5 

(e)  Enter the number of years you want to 

solve for. 

 

________ 
400 

(f)  Subtract (a) from (e).  

________ 
300 

(g)  Subtract (a) from (c).  

________ 
100 

(h)  Divide (f) by (g).  

________ 
3 

(i)  Divide (d) by (b).  

________ 
0.5 

(j)  Raise (i) to the power of (h). (Use the Yx or ^ 

button on your calculator.) 

 

________ 
0.125 

(k)  Multiply (j) by (b). This is the answer.  

________ 1.25 

In the example, 10 nations have returned after 100 years of dispersion, and 5 

nations after 200 years. That’s a 50% reduction in 100 years. So, in another 100 
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years, we can estimate half of that to return (2.5 nations), and after another 

100 years, half of that to return (1.25 nations). 

These numbers are just examples. You’ll need to use the figures you find 

from your own research. The more data you have and the greater the time 

span between the shortest and longest periods, the more accurate your result 

will be. 

Of course, this is a very rough estimate. A mathematically accurate estimate 

would take into account the data for all individual restored nations. 

5 This question is about scattered people groups that have not necessarily 

regained their homeland but have retained their culture. By scattered, I mean 

the majority of the people do not live in their homeland. The Basques, for 

example, are a scattered people group that have retained their culture. Some 

still live in their homeland, but the majority live elsewhere. Likewise, Jews 

have lived in Palestine throughout the Diaspora, but the majority of them 

lived elsewhere. 

6 This question is about scattered people that have regained their statehood. This 

happened to Israel. Has it happened to any other nation? If so, you may want 

to break this down by how long their Diaspora was (i.e. after 10 years, 100 

years, and 1000 years). 

7, 8 Now we get to questions relating to prophecy. Israel’s scattering before their 

return was prophesied (as seen in exhibits A and C). These first two optional 

questions also figure into the overall probability. If you can find other nations 

that were told they would be scattered beforehand, you may be able to 

calculate the chances for Israel’s scattering to be prophesied. Question 8 

prepares for optional question 30. 

9 The preservation of Israel’s national identity during their Diaspora was 

foretold in advance. Did other scattered nations also have predictions about 

their preservation? This question prepares for question 16. 

10 It was foretold thousands of years in advance that the Jews would return to 

their homeland and become an independent state. Are there any other 

nations of which this was predicted? This question prepares for questions 18 

and following. 

11 This is about one of the details of the prophecies. The agricultural and 

economic status of the restored Israel was predicted (see exhibits E, F, and G). 

Was this predicted about any other nation? This question prepares for 

questions 41 through 49. 

12 Now that you have some statistics about the control group, it’s time to move 

on to the test case. These next two questions are to verify the Israel of today is 
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the same as the Israel of ancient times. If Israel does not exist as a state today, 

then the whole point of this workbook is moot. 

13 If it can be proven that the Jews of today are not descendants of the biblical 

Israelites, then the prophecies have not been fulfilled. This also relates to 

question 16. 

14 This question is to get you to read and interpret the prophecies for yourself. 

The prophecies in exhibit A are about the destruction of ancient Israel and 

Judah (the ‘divided kingdom’). This destruction was not to be a complete 

destruction: God would save some alive, although they would live in fear 

and suffer much. 

15 If the answer is yes, then again, the whole point is moot. 

16 This question relates to the promised surety of Israel’s preservation 

throughout the Diaspora. The sun and moon still shine, the waves continue 

move, therefore Israel still exists. 

17 This question relates to the Deuteronomy 28 passage that will be presented 

later. While not directly related to the restoration of Israel, this question is to 

show that God scattered Israel for a reason. It was not a chance occurrence. 

 

Jeremiah 23:7-8 

 

Examples of Exhibit B from the first printing of the King James Version in 1611: 

Jeremiah 16:14-15 

7 Therefore behold, the dayes come, 
saith the Lord, that they shall no 
more say; The Lord liveth, which 
brought up the children of Israel out 
of the land of Egypt: 

8 But, The Lord liveth, which brought 
up, and which led the seed of the 
house of Israel out of the North 
countrey, and from all countreis 
whither I had driven them, and they 
shall dwell in their owne land. 

14 Therefore behold, the dayes come, 
saith the Lord, that it shall no more 
be said; The Lord liveth that brought 
up the children of Israel out of the 
land of Egypt; 

15 But, The Lord liveth, that brought up 
the children of Israel from the land 
of the North, and from all the lands 
whither hee had driven them: and I 
will bring them againe into their 
land, that I gave unto their fathers. 
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18 These next questions relate directly to the claim of Fact 3 on page 4, that the 

Bible says the state of Israel will one day be restored. Read the Bible passages 

given in the exhibit to see if the claim is true. Is this what these passages say? 

19 This question relates to skeptical claim #2 (page 3), to show how plain the 

language is in the given passages, that the interpretation is not subjective. I’m 

giving you an opportunity to come up with an alternative explanation. 

20 Are these claims that something might happen, is likely to happen, or will 

happen? This question has to do with the surety of the promises in the 

prophecies. It is like having a bag of 100 M&Ms of unknown color, and after 

taking 99 out that are all red, predicting the last one out of the bag will 

certainly be blue. 

21 This question is to distinguish this event from the Jews’ return from the 

Assyrian and Babylonian captivities. 

22 The Hosea passage may seem to indicate God was done with Israel forever, 

but does it really say that? See also Hosea 1:8-10. 

23 Like question 21, this also relates to Israel's modern return. When Israel 

returned from the Assyrian and Babylonian captivities, it was only for a time, 

then they were dispersed around the world. Now that they have returned, if 

Israel is ever again removed from their homeland and scattered around the 

world, then the prophecy has failed. 

24 - 33 Deuteronomy chapters 28 and 30 is a description of the history of Israel from 

the time of Moses until the modern time. In Chapter 28, God gave Israel a 

choice: blessings if they would obey, and cursings if they didn't. The rest of 

the Old Testament shows that, for the most part, they did not obey… so they 

received the cursings. This list of curses, beginning in verse 15, is a 

progression of things God would do to Israel. Each of these things happened, 

down to the last. Chapter 30 takes up where chapter 28 left off - it happens 

after the events of chapter 28. Question 24 is to verify that this chapter was 

given to Israel. 

25 This question is about where the Jews are returning to Israel from. This also 

ties with Deuteronomy 28:64 which happened in 70 A.D.. This is distinct from 

28:36 where God brings the Jews into captivity by a single nation. 

26 This question is to show that this scattering was intentionally accomplished 

by God. 

27 This is to show the meaning is obvious. This is the earliest example of the 

promise of Israel’s return. 

28 This is to show that there is a definite order to the events in the prophecy, 

which the real history of Israel follows. 
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29 This is the same ‘force’ that scattered Israel in verse 1. Israel’s return will not 

be the result of random events but of God’s purpose and power. God is in 

complete control of Israel throughout history. 

30 This passage can be read as a list of prophecies that were all fulfilled in 

Israel’s history. Most were fulfilled in Bible times. This is a good area for 

research. 

31 The exhibit A passages show that even though God would destroy Israel, he 

would preserve a ‘remnant.’ 

32 This is to show that the fulfillment happened after the prophecy was written. 

There are fragments of Deuteronomy among the Dead Sea Scrolls that date to 

50 B.C. This question ties with the next. 

33 This is to show that at least some of the Deuteronomy 28 prophecies were 

fulfilled after they were written. Dead Sea Scroll 4Q39, dated to 50 B.C., has a 

fragment of parts of this verse, showing it was not added after the fact. 

34 - 36 These three questions show that the interpretation of the prophecy is obvious 

because the meanings of the symbols are explained. 

37 Just as with question 29. Not only are the prophecies repeated  in the Bible, 

the power behind the fulfillment is also repeated. 

38 This question relates to the amount of time that Israel was dispersed among 

the nations. It should be easy to deduce that a long time is implied. 

39 The return of Israel also takes place in stages. The primary prophecy has been 

fulfilled, but it is also continuing to be fulfilled. Many Jews have returned to 

their native land, but there are still plenty who haven’t yet. 

40 This question is to give an opportunity to give an alternate interpretation of 

the prophecy. 

41 The first reference is to give the context for the other references: this is to 

happen when Israel is returned to their homeland. Joel 3:18 is about the 

fruitful abundance of the land in the future Israel. 

42 This question is to get you to research the evidence for the prophetic 

fulfillments. 

43 Prophecies about the population density of Israel in the last days is another 

area that can be verified. 

44 - 46 These three questions are to get you to research the conditions in the state of 

Israel to see how it fits the prophecies. 

47 This question is to show that God predicted Jerusalem would be wall-less in 

the last days. 

48 A question to verify if the prophecy is true. 



Fifty-Five Questions for Skeptics 
 

 
26 

Eyewitness descriptions of the land of Israel in the 1800’s: 

Sam uel Clem ens, The Innocents Abroad (1869)

Andrew Bonar, Memoir &  Rem ains of Robert  Murray 

M'Cheyne (1844)

 

49 This question is to draw attention to why this prophecy is unusual. In Bible 

times, a city was supposed to have walls to protect it from attack. Having no 

wall around a city was shameful. Yet, the prophecy said that would be the 

condition of Jerusalem in the last days, and it would be normal. This was 

contrary to what people thought at the time the prophecy was written. If man 

made up this prophecy, he would have predicted a city with walls to return it 

to its former glory. 

50 After looking at the evidence for prophecy fulfillment, you should be able to 

come to a conclusion about the truthfulness of the biblical claims. 

51 This question is not just about other nations helping Israel to return, but God 

orchestrating the return. 

52 This question prepares for the next where multiple probabilities are 

combined. 

53 Since this is a workbook about probabilities, here’s where you get to do the 

actual calculations to determine the chances for all the events happening as 

they did. I’ve only included the major aspects of the prophecies that were 

covered in the workbook. 
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54 The previous question was about the chances for various events happening. 

This question addresses why they happened, and how this points to the 

existence of God and the reliability of the Bible. 

55 If you come to the conclusion that God exists and does what he promises, this 

must result in significant changes to your way of thinking and living. If you 

come to the opposite conclusion, no change is necessary. 
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Example of Exhibit C from the first printing of the King James Version in 1611: 

 

 
 
 
1 And it shall come to passe when all these things are come upon thee, the blessing, and the curse, 

which I have set before thee, and thou shalt call them to minde among all the nations whither the 
LORD thy God hath driven thee, 

2 And shalt returne unto the LORD thy God, and shalt obey his voyce according to all that I command 
thee this day, thou and thy children with al thine heart, and with all thy soule: 

3. That then the LORD thy God will turne thy captivitie, and have compassion upon thee, and wil 
returne and gather thee from all the nations whither the LORD thy God hath scattered thee. 

4. If any of thine be driven out unto the outmost parts of heaven, from thence will the LORD thy God 
gather thee, and from thence will he fetch thee. 

5. And the LORD thy God will bring thee into the land which thy fathers possessed, and thou shalt 
possesse it: and he will doe thee good, and multiply thee above thy fathers.
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Appendix B: GROK’s Answers 

Finding answers to the first eleven questions in this workbook has, until recently, 

been a difficult, almost impossible task for the average person. But recent advances 

in artificial intelligence have made it easy for anyone with an internet connection to 

obtain well-researched answers. One popular AI research tool is GROK, an artificial 

intelligence chatbot developed by xAI. 

In August 2025, I asked GROK for answers to the first set of questions.4 Its full 

responses and reasonings are shown below, with the actual answers to the questions 

highlighted. You can verify these responses by asking the questions yourself on the 

GROK website: 

http://grok.com 

GROK is not perfect. It doesn’t know everything, and some of the details can be 

inaccurate. For example, under its response to question 3, GROK says Israel lost 

sovereignty in 70 CE (pages 34, 37). This is incorrect. Israel lost sovereignty hundreds 

of years earlier under the Assyrian and Babylonian empires, and was under Roman 

occupation up to 70 CE. However, GROK is accurate enough to provide reasonably 

correct answers to the eleven questions. 

I recommend researching and answering the other forty-four questions on your own, 

without AI assistance, because they are questions relating to the Bible and its 

interpretation. Your answers to these questions should be based entirely on your 

own research and reasoning, without any positive or negative bias the artificial 

intelligence engine may pass on from its various sources. AI can answer the first 

eleven questions because, being general questions of a non-theological nature, they 

should be fairly immune to those biases. 

Of course, you don’t have to trust the responses recorded here. You can ask GROK 

the same questions yourself, or use some other AI chatbot. You can even ignore this 

appendix altogether and do all of your research the old-fashioned way, without AI 

assistance. I provided the GROK responses only for the convenience of those who are 

unable to spend the time and effort researching answers to the first eleven questions. 

                                                 
4 Specifically, I asked the free GROK 3 version. 
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1. How many nations exist on earth today? 

GROK (quick answer): The number of nations on Earth in 2025 depends on the criteria used 

to define a "nation." The most commonly accepted figure, based on United Nations 

recognition, is 195 sovereign nations. This includes 193 member states of the UN and two 

non-member observer states: the Holy See (Vatican City) and the State of Palestine. 

However, the count can vary due to political disputes and differing definitions of sovereignty: 

Some sources, like the U.S. Department of State, also recognize 195 countries, but they include 

Kosovo instead of Palestine, as only 145 UN member states recognize Palestine, while 97 

recognize Kosovo. 

Other estimates range from 193 to 237, depending on whether partially recognized states like 

Taiwan, Kosovo, or Western Sahara are included. Taiwan, for instance, is recognized by 13 UN 

member states but not by the UN itself due to China's claim over it. 

Some lists, like FIFA's, count 211 members, including territories, while the ISO 3166-1 standard 

lists 249 codes, including dependent territories. 

For a straightforward answer, 195 is the most widely accepted number of nations, based on UN 

criteria. 

2. How many nations have existed in recorded history? 

GROK: Estimating the number of nations that have existed in recorded history is complex due to 

varying definitions of "nation," shifting borders, and incomplete historical records. A "nation" 

can refer to a sovereign state, a cultural or ethnic group with political organization, or a loosely 

defined political entity, and these definitions change over time and context. 

Approach to Estimation 

‣  Historical Scope: Recorded history spans roughly 5,000 years, from the emergence of 

early city-states in Mesopotamia (c. 3000 BCE) to the present. 

‣  Defining Nations: For this estimate, we’ll consider "nations" as distinct political entities 

with some degree of sovereignty or recognized identity, including city-states, 

kingdoms, empires, and modern nation-states. 

‣  Data Sources: Historical records, archaeological evidence, and modern studies of 

political entities provide partial counts, but no single definitive number exists. 

Rough Estimate 

1. Ancient Civilizations (3000 BCE–500 CE): 

‣  Mesopotamia, Egypt, Indus Valley, China, and Mesoamerica had numerous city-states 

and kingdoms. For example, Mesopotamia alone had dozens of city-states like Uruk, 

Babylon, and Akkad over centuries. 

‣  Estimate: ~500–1,000 distinct entities (city-states, kingdoms, early empires like the 

Akkadian, Zhou, or Maurya). 

2. Classical and Medieval Periods (500 CE–1500 CE): 

‣  The rise of larger empires (e.g., Roman, Byzantine, Islamic Caliphates, Mongol Empire) 

consolidated many smaller entities, but smaller kingdoms and tribes persisted. 
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‣  Europe, Asia, Africa, and the Americas saw hundreds of kingdoms, duchies, and tribal 

confederations (e.g., Frankish kingdoms, Mali Empire, Mayan city-states). 

‣  Estimate: ~1,000–2,000 entities, accounting for fragmentation and consolidation 

cycles. 

3. Early Modern to Modern Era (1500 CE–Present): 

‣  The emergence of modern nation-states, colonial empires, and decolonization created 

a dynamic landscape. For example, the Holy Roman Empire alone comprised hundreds 

of semi-independent states. 

‣  Post-1800, decolonization led to a surge in new nations, especially in Africa, Asia, and 

the Caribbean (e.g., ~54 nations in Africa today). 

‣  Estimate: ~500–1,000 distinct nations, including colonial states, post-colonial states, 

and short-lived entities. 

Total Estimate 

Summing these periods, a conservative estimate suggests 2,000–4,000 distinct nations have 

existed in recorded history. This range accounts for: 

‣  Overlapping entities (e.g., vassal states within empires). 

‣  Short-lived states (e.g., post-WWI states like the Republic of Salò). 

‣  Gaps in historical records, especially for smaller or less-documented societies. 

Challenges and Notes 

‣  Ambiguity in Definition: Some entities (e.g., nomadic confederations like the Huns) 

blur the line between "nation" and "tribe." 

‣  Incomplete Records: Many African, American, and Oceanic societies lacked written 

records, so estimates rely on archaeology or oral traditions. 

‣  Dynamic Borders: Nations like Poland or China have existed in various forms, raising 

questions about whether to count each iteration as distinct. 

For a more precise count, historians would need to catalog every known polity, but no 

comprehensive global database exists. 

3. Besides Israel, how many groups of people have lost their independent state 

status, and then regained it after at least 10 years? after 100 years? after 1000 

years? 

(I asked GROK this question individually for each time period.) 

GROK (10 years): There are numerous examples of groups of people who have lost their 

independent state status and regained it after at least 10 years, spanning ancient kingdoms, 

medieval empires, and modern nation-states. The exact number depends on definitions—such 

as whether "groups of people" refers strictly to ethnic/national identities with historical 

continuity (e.g., the Poles or Greeks), or more broadly includes post-colonial states that 

succeeded pre-colonial kingdoms or polities (e.g., Algeria succeeding Ottoman-era regencies or 

pre-French entities). Historical records are incomplete for many pre-modern cases, especially 
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in regions like sub-Saharan Africa or the Americas, where oral traditions or archaeology 

provide evidence of lost states. 

Approach to Estimation 

To arrive at a reasonable count, I compiled and cross-referenced lists from historical sources, 

timelines of independence, and examples of restored sovereignty: 

‣  Focused on cases where a sovereign state existed, was lost (through conquest, 

annexation, colonization, or partition), and was regained after 10+ years. 

‣  Excluded short-term occupations (e.g., France during WWII, 4 years) and cases without 

clear historical continuity. 

‣  Drew from categories like post-Ottoman Balkan states, post-Soviet republics, post-

colonial African and Asian nations, and European partitions. 

‣  Used data from Wikipedia timelines, Reddit discussions, Quora threads, and 

decolonization statistics to avoid duplication and ensure substantiation. 

‣  Total current sovereign states are ~195; roughly 150 have histories of loss and 

regaining independence in recorded history (since ~3000 BCE), but many gaps are less 

than 10 years or lack records. Filtering for confirmed cases with 10+ year gaps yields 

the estimate below. 

Rough Estimate 

Based on documented examples, approximately 120-150 such groups have regained 

independence after at least 10 years. This includes: 

1. European and Balkan States (20-25 examples): Often involving partitions or 

Ottoman/Habsburg/Russian rule. 

‣  Examples: Poland (lost 1795, regained 1918; 123 years), Greece (lost 1453, regained 

1830; 377 years), Bulgaria (lost 1396, regained 1878; 482 years), Serbia (lost 1459, 

regained 1878; 419 years), Hungary (lost ~1526, regained 1918; ~392 years), Ireland 

(lost 1801, regained 1922; 121 years), Lithuania (lost 1795, regained 1918; 123 years, 

then lost 1940, regained 1991; 51 years), Latvia and Estonia (similar to Lithuania), 

Norway (lost 1814, regained 1905; 91 years), Netherlands (lost 1795, regained 1813; 18 

years), Portugal (lost 1580, regained 1640; 60 years), Montenegro (lost 1918, regained 

2006; 88 years). 

2. Post-Soviet and Caucasian States (15-20 examples): Many had ancient or medieval 

kingdoms annexed by the Russian Empire/USSR. 

‣  Examples: Armenia (lost ~1375, regained 1918 briefly, then 1991; ~616 years from 

medieval loss), Georgia (lost 1801, regained 1991; 190 years), Azerbaijan (lost early 

19th century, regained 1991), Ukraine (lost ~1764, regained 1991; ~227 years), Belarus, 

Kazakhstan (khanates lost in 19th century), Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, 

Uzbekistan. 

3. Asian and Middle Eastern States (20-25 examples): Including post-colonial and post-

Ottoman/British/French rule. 

‣  Examples: India (lost to British 1858, regained 1947; 89 years), Vietnam (lost 1858, 

regained 1954; 96 years), Myanmar (lost 1886, regained 1948; 62 years), Sri Lanka (lost 

1815, regained 1948; 133 years), Afghanistan (lost 1879, regained 1919; 40 years), Iran 

(periodic losses, e.g., under Mongols, but regained multiple times), Korea (lost 1910, 
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regained 1945; 35 years, now as North and South), Philippines (lost 1898, regained 

1946; 48 years), Indonesia (lost early 19th century, regained 1945), Kuwait (lost 1899, 

regained 1961; 62 years). 

4. African States (50-60 examples): Mostly post-colonial, with pre-colonial kingdoms or 

empires lost to European rule. 

‣  Examples: Algeria (lost 1830, regained 1962; 132 years), Madagascar (lost 1896, 

regained 1960; 64 years), Tunisia (lost 1881, regained 1956; 75 years), Ghana (Ashanti 

lost 1901, regained 1957; 56 years), Egypt (lost 1882, regained 1922; 40 years), 

Morocco (lost 1912, regained 1956; 44 years), Rwanda and Burundi (lost 1899, 

regained 1962; 63 years), Lesotho (lost 1868, regained 1966; 98 years), Libya (lost 

1911, regained 1951; 40 years), and most of Africa's 54 states (e.g., Nigeria, Kenya, 

Uganda, Zambia, Zimbabwe), where pre-colonial polities like the Zulu or Sokoto 

Caliphate were lost for 50-150 years. 

5. Other Regions (10-15 examples): Including Latin America and Pacific. 

‣  Examples: Dominican Republic (lost 1861, regained 1865; 4 years—borderline, but 

included for multiple losses), Venezuela (lost ~1811, regained 1832; 21 years), Peru 

(lost 1821, regained 1839; 18 years), Bolivia (lost 1825, regained 1839; 14 years), 

Samoa (lost 1900, regained 1962; 62 years), Timor-Leste (lost 1975 to Indonesia, 

regained 2002; 27 years, with prior Portuguese rule). 

Total Estimate and Challenges 

‣  120-150: This range accounts for ~100 post-colonial cases (e.g., 65 from the UK, 20 

from Spain/Portugal, 15 from France) plus ~30-50 from partitions, breakups, or earlier 

revivals (e.g., post-WWI/II, post-Soviet). Sources like the U.N.'s decolonization records 

and Wikipedia's independence timeline substantiate this, with 142 countries added to 

the U.N. since 1945, most fitting the criteria. 

‣  Challenges: 

o Borderline cases (e.g., Korea as one group or two states; Andorra/Monaco as 

micro-states with partial losses). 

o Incomplete records for ancient groups (e.g., Mayan city-states in Mesoamerica lost 

to Spanish conquest, but not regained as the same entity). 

o Overlaps (e.g., some Latin American states had brief independence before re-loss). 

o Exclusions: Groups that lost but haven't regained (e.g., Tibetans, Kurds, 

Palestinians) or brief gaps <10 years (e.g., Ethiopia's 5-year Italian occupation). 

This is a conservative estimate; if including ancient revivals (e.g., Persia/Iran under multiple 

dynasties after conquests) or sub-national groups, it could exceed 200. 

GROK (100 years): Estimating the number of groups of people who lost their independent 

state status and regained it after at least 100 years, excluding Israel, requires refining the 

criteria from the previous query. Here, we focus on distinct ethnic, cultural, or national groups 

with historical continuity that had a sovereign state, lost it (through conquest, annexation, or 

colonization), and regained independence after a gap of 100 years or more. The challenge lies 

in defining "groups of people" (typically tied to ethnic or national identity), verifying historical 

continuity, and ensuring accurate timelines, as records for ancient or pre-modern cases can be 

incomplete. 
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Approach to Estimation 

‣  Criteria: 

o A group must have had a recognized sovereign state (e.g., kingdom, empire, or 

nation-state). 

o Loss of sovereignty through external control (e.g., conquest, colonization) for at 

least 100 years. 

o Regaining sovereignty as a modern state or equivalent, with clear ties to the 

original group’s identity. 

o Excludes Israel (lost ~70 CE, regained 1948; ~1,878 years) as per the query. 

‣  Sources: Historical timelines (e.g., Wikipedia’s independence lists), decolonization 

records, and discussions from platforms like Reddit and Quora for cross-referencing. 

No single database catalogs all such cases, so estimates are derived from known 

examples. 

‣  Scope: Recorded history (~3000 BCE to present), focusing on well-documented cases in 

Europe, Asia, Africa, and elsewhere, with emphasis on longer gaps (100+ years). 

Key Examples and Categories 

Below are groups with clear instances of losing and regaining sovereignty after 100+ years, 

grouped by region. This is not exhaustive but covers major, verifiable cases: 

1. Europe and Balkans (~15-20 groups): 

‣  Poland: Lost sovereignty in 1795 (Third Partition by Russia, Prussia, Austria), regained 

1918 (123 years). 

‣  Greece: Lost to Ottomans in 1453 (Fall of Constantinople), regained 1830 (377 years). 

‣  Bulgaria: Lost to Ottomans in 1396, regained 1878 (482 years). 

‣  Serbia: Lost to Ottomans in 1459, regained 1878 (419 years). 

‣  Hungary: Lost to Ottomans/Habsburgs ~1526 (Battle of Mohács), regained full 

sovereignty 1918 (~392 years, though partial autonomy earlier). 

‣  Albania: Lost to Ottomans ~1479, regained 1912 (433 years). 

‣  Lithuania: Lost 1795 (Russian partition), regained 1918 (123 years; later Soviet 

occupation 1940–1991 adds another case, but <100 years). 

‣  Latvia: Lost 1795 (Russian control), regained 1918 (123 years). 

‣  Estonia: Similar to Latvia, lost 1795, regained 1918 (123 years). 

‣  Finland: Under Swedish/Russian rule (lost ~13th century), regained 1917 (~700 years 

from early tribal states). 

‣  Romania: Lost to Ottomans/Habsburgs ~16th century, regained 1877 (~300 years, with 

partial autonomy earlier). 

‣  Croatia: Lost ~1102 (union with Hungary), regained 1991 (~889 years, though partial 

autonomy under Habsburgs). 

‣  Bosnia: Lost to Ottomans 1463, regained 1992 (529 years). 
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‣  Montenegro: Lost 1499 (Ottoman rule), regained 1878 (379 years; later lost 1918, 

regained 2006, 88 years—excluded for second gap). 

‣  Ireland: Lost 1801 (Act of Union with UK), regained 1922 (121 years). 

2. Caucasus and Post-Soviet States (~5-10 groups): 

‣  Armenia: Lost ~1375 (fall of Cilician Armenia), regained 1918 briefly, then 1991 (~616 

years from medieval loss to modern state). 

‣  Georgia: Lost 1801 (Russian annexation), regained 1991 (190 years). 

‣  Ukraine: Lost ~1764 (Cossack Hetmanate to Russia), regained 1991 (227 years). 

‣  Azerbaijan: Lost early 19th century (Russian/Persian control), regained 1991 (~180 

years). 

‣  Chechens: Had semi-independent states (e.g., 19th-century Imamate), lost ~1859 

(Russian conquest), regained partial autonomy 1991 (~132 years, though contested). 

3. Asia and Middle East (~10-15 groups): 

‣  India: Lost to British 1858 (end of Mughal rule), regained 1947 (89 years—borderline, 

but included for regional consolidation). 

‣  Vietnam: Lost to French 1858, regained 1954 (96 years—borderline, but included for 

clarity). 

‣  Algeria: Lost to French 1830, regained 1962 (132 years). 

‣  Madagascar: Lost to French 1896, regained 1960 (64 years—excluded, <100 years, but 

noted for Merina Kingdom continuity). 

‣  Tunisia: Lost to French 1881, regained 1956 (75 years—excluded, <100 years). 

‣  Morocco: Lost to French/Spanish 1912, regained 1956 (44 years—excluded, <100 

years). 

‣  Afghanistan: Lost 1879 (British influence), regained 1919 (40 years—excluded). 

‣  Sri Lanka: Lost 1815 (British conquest of Kandy), regained 1948 (133 years). 

‣  Myanmar: Lost 1886 (British annexation), regained 1948 (62 years—excluded). 

‣  Nepal: Lost partial sovereignty ~1769 (British influence), regained full control ~1923 

(154 years, though never fully colonized). 

‣  Bhutan: Similar to Nepal, with British influence ~1826, full sovereignty ~1947 (121 

years). 

4. Africa (~30-40 groups): 

‣  Many African states had pre-colonial kingdoms/empires lost to European colonization 

(1880s–1900s), regained post-WWII. However, most gaps are 50–80 years, so only 

those with 100+ year gaps are counted: 

‣  Algeria: As above, 132 years. 

‣  Lesotho: Lost 1868 (British protectorate), regained 1966 (98 years—borderline, but 

included for Basotho continuity). 

‣  Eswatini: Lost 1902 (British/Boer control), regained 1968 (66 years—excluded). 
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‣  Zimbabwe: Shona/Ndebele kingdoms lost ~1890, regained 1980 (90 years—excluded, 

but Great Zimbabwe’s fall ~1450 to 1980 is ~530 years, though continuity debated). 

‣  Mali: Mali Empire fell ~1600s (to Songhai/Moroccan conquest), modern Mali 

independent 1960 (~350 years, but continuity loose). 

‣  Ethiopia: Never fully colonized, but Aksumite or later kingdoms lost influence ~16th 

century, regained modern form ~1855 (~300 years, debated). 

‣  Many others (e.g., Nigeria’s Sokoto Caliphate, Ghana’s Ashanti) have gaps <100 years 

or unclear continuity. 

5. Other Regions (~5-10 groups): 

‣  Timor-Leste: Lost ~1700s (Portuguese/Dutch), regained 2002 (~300 years, though brief 

Indonesian occupation 1975–2002 excluded). 

‣  Samoa: Lost 1900 (German/UK control), regained 1962 (62 years—excluded). 

‣  Latin American cases (e.g., Peru, Bolivia) often have gaps <100 years or lack clear pre-

colonial state continuity. 

Total Estimate 

‣  Rough Count: ~60–80 groups meet the 100+ year criterion, based on: 

o ~15–20 European/Balkan states (e.g., Poland, Greece, Serbia). 

o ~5–10 Caucasian/post-Soviet states (e.g., Armenia, Georgia, Ukraine). 

o ~10–15 Asian/Middle Eastern states (e.g., India, Sri Lanka, Algeria). 

o ~25–35 African cases, though many have gaps <100 years or debated continuity 

(e.g., Mali, Zimbabwe). 

o ~5–10 others (e.g., Timor-Leste, Nepal). 

‣  Exclusions: Cases like Korea (35 years), Philippines (48 years), or most African post-

colonial states (50–80 years) fall short of 100 years. Ancient cases (e.g., Persia/Iran) are 

excluded if continuity is too fragmented or gaps unclear. 

‣  Sources: Cross-referenced from Wikipedia’s “List of sovereign states by formation 

date,” U.N. decolonization records (~142 states since 1945, ~50 with 100+ year gaps), 

and historical discussions on Reddit/Quora. No comprehensive database exists, so this 

is a conservative estimate. 

Challenges 

‣  Continuity: Some groups (e.g., Mali Empire to modern Mali) have cultural links but 

debated political continuity. 

‣  Records: Pre-modern African/American states (e.g., Mayan polities) lack precise 

timelines. 

‣  Definitions: Micro-states (e.g., Andorra) or semi-sovereign entities (e.g., Nepal under 

British influence) blur lines. 

‣  Exclusions: Groups like Kurds or Tibetans haven’t regained sovereignty; short gaps 

(<100 years) like Ethiopia’s 5-year occupation are excluded. 

This estimate of 60–80 groups is conservative, focusing on well-documented cases. 
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GROK (1000 years): Estimating the number of groups of people who lost their independent 

state status and regained it after at least 1,000 years, excluding Israel, is a challenging task due 

to the rarity of such long gaps, the need for clear historical continuity of the group’s identity, 

and the scarcity of precise records for ancient polities. The criteria here are strict: a group must 

have had a recognized sovereign state, lost it (e.g., through conquest or annexation), and 

regained sovereignty after 1,000+ years, with demonstrable cultural or ethnic continuity tying 

the original state to the modern one. Israel (lost ~70 CE, regained 1948; ~1,878 years) is 

excluded as per the query. 

Approach to Estimation 

‣  Criteria: 

o A group (ethnic, cultural, or national identity) had a sovereign state (e.g., kingdom, 

empire, or city-state). 

o Loss of sovereignty for at least 1,000 years due to external control (e.g., conquest, 

colonization). 

o Regained sovereignty as a modern state with clear ties to the original group’s 

identity. 

o Continuity of the group’s identity (e.g., language, culture, or historical memory) 

must be traceable. 

‣  Sources: Historical timelines (e.g., Wikipedia’s lists of sovereign states and 

independence dates), scholarly discussions on state formation, and cross-referenced 

examples from platforms like Reddit and Quora. No comprehensive database exists for 

such specific cases, so the estimate relies on well-documented examples. 

‣  Scope: Recorded history (~3000 BCE to present), focusing on cases with verifiable 

1,000+ year gaps, primarily in Europe, Asia, the Middle East, and Africa, where long-

term historical records are more available. 

Key Examples and Analysis 

Cases with 1,000+ year gaps are exceedingly rare because most groups either assimilated, 

merged, or failed to regain sovereignty after such long periods. Below are the most plausible 

examples, with analysis of why others may not qualify: 

1. Armenia: 

‣  Original State: Kingdom of Armenia (peaked ~95 BCE, or later Cilician Armenia until 

~1375 CE). 

‣  Loss: Fell to Byzantine/Seljuk/Ottoman control by ~1375 (Cilician Armenia’s fall). 

‣  Regained: 1918 (First Republic, brief) or 1991 (modern Armenia after Soviet collapse). 

‣  Gap: ~1375 CE to 1991 CE = ~616 years (or ~95 BCE to 1991 CE = ~2,086 years if 

counting from the ancient kingdom’s peak). 

‣  Assessment: If counting from the ancient kingdom’s loss (~428 CE, last independent 

Armenian state before Byzantine rule), the gap is ~1,563 years (to 1991). This qualifies, 

as Armenians maintained a distinct cultural and religious identity (e.g., Armenian 

Apostolic Church) through Persian, Ottoman, and Soviet rule. 

‣  Count: 1 group. 
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2. Georgia: 

‣  Original State: Kingdom of Georgia (unified ~1008 CE, or earlier Iberian/Colchian states 

~6th century BCE). 

‣  Loss: Fragmented by Mongol invasions (~13th century) or fully annexed by Russia in 

1801. 

‣  Regained: 1991 (post-Soviet independence). 

‣  Gap: From ~13th century (~1250 CE) to 1991 = ~741 years; or from earlier states (~6th 

century BCE) to 1991 = ~2,591 years. 

‣  Assessment: If counting from ancient Colchian/Iberian states, the gap exceeds 1,000 

years. However, continuity from pre-Christian states is debated, and the medieval 

kingdom’s loss (~1250 CE) yields a shorter gap. Excluded unless ancient states are 

counted, but Georgian cultural continuity (language, Orthodox Church) supports a 

case. 

‣  Count: Tentative, not included in final tally due to shorter medieval gap. 

3. Ethiopia: 

‣  Original State: Aksumite Empire (c. 100 CE–940 CE). 

‣  Loss: Collapsed ~940 CE (due to internal decline or external pressures, e.g., Beja 

invasions). 

‣  Regained: Modern Ethiopian state consolidated ~1855 (Emperor Tewodros II) or full 

sovereignty post-Italian occupation 1941. 

‣  Gap: ~940 CE to 1855 = ~915 years; or to 1941 = ~1,001 years. 

‣  Assessment: If counting to 1941, it barely qualifies. Ethiopia maintained cultural 

continuity (Amhara/Tigray identity, Coptic Church, Ge’ez script), but was never fully 

colonized except for a brief Italian occupation (1936–1941, <10 years). The Aksum-to-

modern gap is close to 1,000 years, but continuity through the Solomonic dynasty 

(~1270 CE onward) suggests semi-sovereignty, weakening the case. 

‣  Count: Tentative, not included due to borderline gap and semi-continuous statehood. 

4. Other Potential Cases: 

‣  Greece: Lost 1453 (Ottoman conquest of Byzantium), regained 1830 (377 years). 

Excluded, <1,000 years. 

‣  Bulgaria: Lost 1396 (Ottoman conquest), regained 1878 (482 years). Excluded. 

‣  Serbia: Lost 1459, regained 1878 (419 years). Excluded. 

‣  Poland: Lost 1795, regained 1918 (123 years). Excluded. 

‣  Mali: Mali Empire fell ~1600s, modern Mali independent 1960 (~350 years). Excluded, 

and continuity is loose. 

‣  Zimbabwe: Great Zimbabwe fell ~1450, modern Zimbabwe independent 1980 (~530 

years). Excluded, and Shona continuity to modern state is debated. 
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‣  India: Ancient kingdoms (e.g., Maurya) lost ~185 BCE, modern India 1947 (~2,132 

years). Excluded due to fragmented continuity (multiple successor states, e.g., 

Mughals, lacked single “Indian” identity until modern nationalism). 

‣  Maya or Inca Groups: Pre-Columbian states lost ~1500s, no modern sovereign state 

directly tied to these identities. Excluded. 

‣  Persia/Iran: Multiple losses (e.g., Arab conquest 651 CE), but regained under Safavids 

~1501 (~850 years). Excluded, and continuous dynastic rule weakens the case. 

Total Estimate 

‣  Count: 1–2 groups (Armenia is the clearest case; Georgia is borderline if counting 

ancient states). 

‣  Reasoning: 

o Gaps of 1,000+ years are rare because most groups lose cultural/political 

continuity or fail to regain sovereignty after such long periods. 

o Armenia’s case is well-documented, with a distinct identity preserved through 

language, religion, and historical memory. 

o Georgia’s ancient states (Colchis/Iberia) may qualify, but medieval continuity 

reduces confidence. 

o Ethiopia’s gap is close but complicated by semi-sovereign dynasties. 

o Other cases (e.g., Greece, Bulgaria, India) fall well short of 1,000 years or lack clear 

continuity. 

‣  Sources: Wikipedia’s “List of sovereign states by formation date,” historical timelines, 

and discussions on Reddit/Quora (e.g., threads on restored nations) confirm Armenia 

as a primary example. No comprehensive dataset tracks 1,000+ year gaps, so this is a 

reasoned estimate based on known cases. 

Challenges 

‣  Continuity: Tracing a group’s identity over 1,000 years is difficult (e.g., does modern 

India directly succeed Maurya or Gupta empires? Most historians say no due to 

fragmented polities). 

‣  Records: Ancient states (e.g., in Africa or the Americas) lack precise end dates or clear 

ties to modern states. 

‣  Definitions: Some groups (e.g., Kurds, Tibetans) never regained sovereignty; others 

(e.g., Iran) had multiple interruptions but maintained semi-continuous statehood. 

‣  Exclusions: Most post-colonial states (e.g., Algeria, Vietnam) have gaps of 100–200 

years; medieval European states (e.g., Poland, Serbia) have gaps of 100–500 years. 

This estimate of 1–2 groups is conservative, reflecting the rarity of such long gaps with 

verifiable continuity. 

4. What happens to the likelihood that a nation will regain its statehood over 

each of these time periods? 

GROK: As the time period of lost statehood increases—from at least 10 years to 100 years to 

1,000 years—the likelihood of a nation regaining its independent state status decreases 
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dramatically. This trend is evident from historical patterns and scholarly analyses of state 

death and revival: 

‣  For gaps of at least 10 years: The likelihood is relatively high, with 120–150 

documented cases of revival. This includes many post-colonial independence 

movements in Africa and Asia (e.g., Algeria after 132 years of French rule) and post-

partition or post-occupation states in Europe (e.g., Poland after 123 years). Factors like 

decolonization waves post-1945, self-determination norms, and international support 

(e.g., U.N. decolonization efforts) have facilitated revivals after shorter to medium 

gaps. Historical data from sources like the Correlates of War (COW) project show that 

state death was more common before 1945, but revivals became more feasible in the 

modern era due to changing norms against permanent conquest. 

‣  For gaps of at least 100 years: The likelihood drops significantly, with only 60–80 cases. 

Examples include Balkan states like Greece (377 years under Ottoman rule) and some 

post-Soviet states like Ukraine (227 years under Russian/Soviet control). Longer gaps 

allow for cultural assimilation, territorial integration, or shifts in global power 

structures, making revival harder. Studies, such as Tanisha Fazal's work on state death, 

indicate that violent state death (conquest) has virtually ceased since 1945, reducing 

new long-term losses, but historical losses from earlier eras show fewer successful 

revivals as time extends. 

‣  For gaps of at least 1,000 years: The likelihood approaches near-zero, with just 1–2 

plausible cases (e.g., Armenia, with a gap of ~1,563 years from ancient kingdom loss to 

modern revival). Over millennia, ethnic identities often dissolve, territories are 

redefined, or successor states emerge without direct continuity. No comprehensive 

data sets (e.g., COW, which covers 1816–2016) track pre-modern revivals 

quantitatively, but archaeological and historical records suggest extreme rarity, as 

groups rarely maintain cohesive national consciousness across such spans. 

Overall, the decline in likelihood reflects several dynamics: shorter gaps allow for preserved 

national memory and external support, while longer ones lead to irreversible changes. Post-

1945 international norms (e.g., against annexation) have made permanent state death rarer, 

potentially increasing revival chances for recent losses but not altering the historical trend for 

extended periods. For precise probabilities, survival analysis on data like COW's state system 

membership (tracking ~207 states, of which ~66 died between 1816 and 2007, with some 

revivals) shows revival rates dropping from ~50–60% for short occupations to near 0% for 

centuries-long subjugation. 

5. Other than Israel, how many scattered people groups have retained their 

national identity for at least 10 years? for at least 100 years? for at least 1000 

years? 

(I asked GROK this question individually for each time period.) 

GROK (10 years): To estimate the number of scattered (or dispersed) people groups, excluding 

Israel, that have lost their independent state status, retained their national identity for at least 

10 years, and later regained statehood, we need to refine the criteria based on the context of 

your previous questions. Here, “scattered people groups” suggests a diaspora—ethnic or 

cultural groups dispersed across multiple regions or countries, often due to conquest, exile, or 

colonization, yet maintaining a distinct national identity (e.g., through language, religion, 
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culture, or shared historical memory) before regaining sovereignty. The 10-year minimum gap 

refers to the period of lost statehood, consistent with your earlier queries. 

Clarified Criteria 

‣  Scattered People Groups: Groups with a significant diaspora, meaning portions of the 

population were displaced or dispersed beyond their homeland (e.g., through exile, 

conquest, or migration) while retaining a national identity. 

‣  National Identity: A cohesive sense of shared culture, language, religion, or historical 

narrative, maintained despite dispersion and loss of sovereignty. 

‣  Lost and Regained Statehood: The group had a sovereign state, lost it for at least 10 

years, and later regained it as a recognized state tied to their identity. 

‣  Exclusion: Israel (Jewish diaspora, lost ~70 CE, regained 1948; ~1,878 years) is 

excluded, as specified. 

‣  Time Period: Recorded history (~3000 BCE to present, August 22, 2025). 

‣  Focus: Only groups that regained statehood are counted, as implied by your prior 

questions about regaining state status. 

Approach to Estimation 

‣  Methodology: I’ll build on the previous responses (10-year gap: 120–150 groups; 100-

year gap: 60–80; 1,000-year gap: 1–2) and filter for groups with documented diaspora 

experiences. This involves cross-referencing historical examples from: 

o Wikipedia’s lists of sovereign states by formation, independence timelines, and 

diaspora communities. 

o Scholarly sources on state death and revival (e.g., Correlates of War project, 

Tanisha Fazal’s State Death). 

o Discussions on platforms like Reddit and Quora for additional examples of 

dispersed groups. 

‣  Challenges: 

o Defining “scattered” is subjective; some groups (e.g., Poles) had partial diaspora, 

while others (e.g., Armenians) had significant global dispersion. 

o Historical records for ancient diasporas (e.g., in Africa or the Americas) are sparse, 

limiting pre-modern cases. 

o Continuity of identity varies; some groups merged or assimilated over time. 

Key Examples of Scattered People Groups 

Below are groups that meet the criteria: they had a sovereign state, were dispersed (fully or 

partially) during a period of lost statehood (10+ years), retained national identity, and regained 

sovereignty. I’ve prioritized cases with clear diaspora evidence, drawing from European, 

Caucasian, Asian, and African contexts where records are robust. 

1. Armenia: 

‣  Original State: Kingdom of Armenia (~95 BCE–428 CE) or Cilician Armenia (~1080–1375 

CE). 
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‣  Loss and Dispersion: Conquered by Byzantines, Persians, Ottomans; significant 

Armenian diaspora formed after 1375 (Cilician fall) and especially after the 1915 

Armenian Genocide, with communities in the Middle East, Europe, and Americas. 

‣  Identity Retention: Maintained via Armenian Apostolic Church, language, and cultural 

traditions across diaspora communities. 

‣  Regained: 1918 (brief First Republic) or 1991 (post-Soviet independence). 

‣  Gap: ~1375–1991 (~616 years) or ~428 CE–1991 (~1,563 years). 

‣  Count: 1 group. 

2. Poland: 

‣  Original State: Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth (1569–1795). 

‣  Loss and Dispersion: Partitioned by Russia, Prussia, Austria in 1795; significant Polish 

diaspora emerged in France, Germany, and the Americas (e.g., “Great Emigration” 

after 1831 and 1863 uprisings). 

‣  Identity Retention: Preserved through language, Catholic Church, and nationalist 

movements (e.g., writings of Adam Mickiewicz). 

‣  Regained: 1918 (Second Polish Republic). 

‣  Gap: 1795–1918 (123 years). 

‣  Count: 1 group. 

3. Greece: 

‣  Original State: Byzantine Empire (as successor to Greek city-states, fell 1453). 

‣  Loss and Dispersion: Ottoman conquest led to Greek diaspora in Europe (e.g., Venice, 

Vienna) and Russia; communities maintained Greek Orthodox religion and language. 

‣  Identity Retention: Via Orthodox Church, Greek language, and cultural centers like the 

Phanariots. 

‣  Regained: 1830 (modern Greece). 

‣  Gap: 1453–1830 (377 years). 

‣  Count: 1 group. 

4. Serbia: 

‣  Original State: Serbian Empire (1346–1371) or earlier medieval states. 

‣  Loss and Dispersion: Ottoman conquest by 1459; Serb migrations (e.g., Great Serb 

Migration to Habsburg lands in 1690) created diaspora in Hungary, Croatia, and 

beyond. 

‣  Identity Retention: Through Serbian Orthodox Church and oral traditions. 

‣  Regained: 1878 (Principality of Serbia). 

‣  Gap: 1459–1878 (419 years). 

‣  Count: 1 group. 
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5. Albania: 

‣  Original State: Medieval Albanian principalities (e.g., Principality of Arbanon, ~1190–

1255). 

‣  Loss and Dispersion: Ottoman conquest ~1479; Albanian diaspora (Arbëreshë) formed 

in Italy, Greece, and later the Americas post-15th century. 

‣  Identity Retention: Via language, Catholic/Muslim traditions, and cultural memory 

(e.g., Skanderbeg’s legacy). 

‣  Regained: 1912 (modern Albania). 

‣  Gap: ~1479–1912 (433 years). 

‣  Count: 1 group. 

6. Lithuania: 

‣  Original State: Grand Duchy of Lithuania (13th century–1795). 

‣  Loss and Dispersion: Partitioned by Russia in 1795; Lithuanian diaspora grew in the 

U.S., Poland, and elsewhere, especially after 19th-century uprisings. 

‣  Identity Retention: Through language, Catholic Church, and nationalist movements. 

‣  Regained: 1918 (modern Lithuania). 

‣  Gap: 1795–1918 (123 years). 

‣  Count: 1 group. 

7. Georgia: 

‣  Original State: Kingdom of Georgia (~1008–1250) or earlier Colchian/Iberian states 

(~6th century BCE). 

‣  Loss and Dispersion: Mongol invasions (~1250) and Russian annexation (1801); 

Georgian diaspora formed in Persia, Ottoman Empire, and Europe. 

‣  Identity Retention: Via Georgian Orthodox Church and language. 

‣  Regained: 1991 (post-Soviet). 

‣  Gap: ~1250–1991 (~741 years) or ~1801–1991 (190 years). 

‣  Count: 1 group. 

8. Ukraine: 

‣  Original State: Cossack Hetmanate (~1648–1764) or Kyivan Rus’ (~882–1240). 

‣  Loss and Dispersion: Russian control by ~1764; Ukrainian diaspora grew in Poland, 

Canada, and the U.S. after 19th-century repressions and Soviet policies. 

‣  Identity Retention: Through language, Orthodox Church, and nationalist movements 

(e.g., Taras Shevchenko’s works). 

‣  Regained: 1991 (post-Soviet). 

‣  Gap: ~1764–1991 (227 years) or ~1240–1991 (~751 years). 

‣  Count: 1 group. 
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Other Potential Cases and Exclusions 

‣  Post-Colonial States (e.g., Algeria, India, Vietnam): Many regained independence after 

10+ years (e.g., Algeria: 1830–1962, 132 years), but diaspora was limited or not central 

to identity retention (e.g., Indian diaspora was small relative to population; identity 

was maintained locally). Excluded unless clear evidence of significant diaspora-driven 

identity preservation. 

‣  African Cases (e.g., Mali, Zimbabwe): Pre-colonial states like the Mali Empire (~1600s–

1960, ~350 years) had limited diaspora; identity was preserved locally or lost 

continuity. Excluded. 

‣  Non-State Groups: Groups like the Kurds, Tibetans, or Romani maintained identity in 

diaspora but never regained statehood. Excluded. 

‣  Borderline Cases: 

o Bulgaria: Lost 1396, regained 1878 (482 years); some diaspora in Ottoman cities, 

but limited compared to Greeks or Armenians. Excluded for weak diaspora 

evidence. 

o Croatia: Lost ~1102, regained 1991 (~889 years); diaspora in Habsburg lands, but 

identity largely local. Excluded. 

o Ethiopia: Aksumite fall (~940 CE) to modern state (~1855/1941, ~915–1,001 years); 

minimal diaspora, identity preserved locally. Excluded. 

Total Estimate 

‣  Count: ~7–10 groups. 

o Confirmed: Armenia, Poland, Greece, Serbia, Albania, Lithuania, Georgia, Ukraine 

(~8 groups). 

o Tentative: A few others (e.g., Latvia, Estonia) have similar patterns (1795–1918, 

123 years, with diaspora in Russia/U.S.), but diaspora scale is smaller. Up to 2 

additional groups possible. 

‣  Reasoning: 

o From the ~120–150 groups with 10+ year gaps (previous response), only a subset 

had significant diaspora during stateless periods. Most post-colonial states (e.g., 

Nigeria, Indonesia) maintained identity locally, not through scattered populations. 

o European and Caucasian groups dominate due to well-documented diasporas (e.g., 

Polish émigrés, Armenian communities) and clear statehood revival. 

o Sources like Wikipedia’s diaspora pages, the Correlates of War project (~207 

states, ~66 deaths 1816–2007, with revivals), and Reddit/Quora discussions on 

national revivals confirm these cases, with no comprehensive list exceeding ~10 

groups for this specific criterion. 

‣  Data Gaps: Ancient diasporas (e.g., in Mesoamerica) lack records; African cases often 

have shorter gaps or local identity preservation. 

Challenges 

‣  Defining “Scattered”: Varies from mass exile (e.g., Armenians post-1915) to partial 

emigration (e.g., Poles in 19th century). I prioritized groups with notable diaspora 

communities. 
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‣  Continuity: Some groups (e.g., Mali) have cultural links but unclear political continuity 

to modern states. 

‣  Records: Pre-modern diasporas are poorly documented outside Europe and the Middle 

East. 

‣  Exclusions: Groups without regained statehood (e.g., Assyrians, Romani) or with 

minimal diaspora (e.g., India) are excluded. 

This estimate of 7–10 groups is conservative, focusing on well-documented cases with clear 

diaspora and statehood revival. 

GROK (100 years): To estimate the number of scattered people groups, excluding Israel, that 

have lost their independent state status, retained their national identity for at least 100 years 

while dispersed, and later regained statehood, we build on the previous response for the 10-

year gap (7–10 groups) and refine it for a 100-year minimum gap. The term “scattered people 

groups” implies a diaspora—ethnic or cultural groups significantly dispersed beyond their 

homeland due to conquest, exile, or colonization, yet maintaining a distinct national identity 

(e.g., through language, religion, culture, or historical memory) before regaining sovereignty. 

Clarified Criteria 

‣  Scattered People Groups: Groups with a significant diaspora, meaning a substantial 

portion of the population was displaced or dispersed across multiple regions or 

countries while retaining national identity. 

‣  National Identity: A cohesive sense of shared culture, language, religion, or historical 

narrative, preserved despite dispersion and statelessness for at least 100 years. 

‣  Lost and Regained Statehood: The group had a sovereign state, lost it for at least 100 

years, and later regained it as a recognized state tied to their identity. 

‣  Exclusion: Israel (Jewish diaspora, lost ~70 CE, regained 1948; ~1,878 years) is 

excluded, as specified. 

‣  Time Period: Recorded history (~3000 BCE to present, August 22, 2025). 

‣  Focus: Only groups that regained statehood are counted, consistent with prior 

questions. 

Approach to Estimation 

‣  Methodology: Filter the ~60–80 groups with 100+ year gaps (from the earlier 

response) for those with significant diaspora during stateless periods. Cross-reference: 

o Wikipedia’s lists of sovereign states, independence timelines, and diaspora 

communities. 

o Scholarly sources like the Correlates of War (COW) project (~207 states, ~66 deaths 

1816–2007) and Tanisha Fazal’s State Death. 

o Reddit and Quora discussions on diasporas and national revivals. 

‣  Challenges: 

o Quantifying “scattered” varies (e.g., mass exile like Armenians vs. partial 

emigration like Poles). 

o Pre-modern diaspora records are sparse, especially in Africa and the Americas. 

o Continuity of identity over 100+ years must be verifiable despite dispersion. 
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Key Examples of Scattered People Groups (100+ Year Gap) 

Below are groups meeting the criteria: they had a sovereign state, were significantly dispersed 

during a 100+ year period of lost statehood, retained national identity, and regained 

sovereignty. I prioritize cases with clear diaspora evidence, focusing on Europe, the Caucasus, 

and Asia, where records are robust. 

1. Armenia: 

‣  Original State: Kingdom of Armenia (~95 BCE–428 CE) or Cilician Armenia (~1080–1375 

CE). 

‣  Loss and Dispersion: Conquered by Byzantines, Persians, Ottomans; major diaspora 

after 1375 (Cilician fall) and 1915 Genocide, with communities in the Middle East, 

Europe, and Americas. 

‣  Identity Retention: Preserved via Armenian Apostolic Church, language, and cultural 

networks (e.g., in Lebanon, France). 

‣  Regained: 1918 (brief) or 1991 (post-Soviet). 

‣  Gap: ~1375–1991 (~616 years) or ~428 CE–1991 (~1,563 years). 

‣  Count: 1 group. 

2. Poland: 

‣  Original State: Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth (1569–1795). 

‣  Loss and Dispersion: Partitioned by Russia, Prussia, Austria in 1795; “Great Emigration” 

after 1831/1863 uprisings created Polish diaspora in France, UK, and Americas. 

‣  Identity Retention: Through Polish language, Catholicism, and nationalist figures (e.g., 

Adam Mickiewicz). 

‣  Regained: 1918 (Second Polish Republic). 

‣  Gap: 1795–1918 (123 years). 

‣  Count: 1 group. 

3. Greece: 

‣  Original State: Byzantine Empire (successor to Greek city-states, fell 1453). 

‣  Loss and Dispersion: Ottoman conquest; Greek diaspora in Venice, Vienna, Russia, and 

Ottoman cities (e.g., Phanariots) post-1453. 

‣  Identity Retention: Via Greek Orthodox Church, language, and cultural centers. 

‣  Regained: 1830 (modern Greece). 

‣  Gap: 1453–1830 (377 years). 

‣  Count: 1 group. 

4. Serbia: 

‣  Original State: Serbian Empire (1346–1371) or earlier states. 

‣  Loss and Dispersion: Ottoman conquest by 1459; Great Serb Migration (1690) to 

Habsburg lands created diaspora in Hungary, Croatia. 
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‣  Identity Retention: Through Serbian Orthodox Church and oral traditions. 

‣  Regained: 1878 (Principality of Serbia). 

‣  Gap: 1459–1878 (419 years). 

‣  Count: 1 group. 

5. Albania: 

‣  Original State: Medieval principalities (e.g., Arbanon, ~1190–1255). 

‣  Loss and Dispersion: Ottoman conquest ~1479; Arbëreshë diaspora in Italy, Greece, 

and later Americas. 

‣  Identity Retention: Via Albanian language, Catholic/Muslim traditions, and 

Skanderbeg’s legacy. 

‣  Regained: 1912 (modern Albania). 

‣  Gap: ~1479–1912 (433 years). 

‣  Count: 1 group. 

6. Georgia: 

‣  Original State: Kingdom of Georgia (~1008–1250) or earlier Colchian/Iberian states. 

‣  Loss and Dispersion: Mongol invasions (~1250) and Russian annexation (1801); 

Georgian diaspora in Persia, Ottoman Empire, and Europe. 

‣  Identity Retention: Via Georgian Orthodox Church and language. 

‣  Regained: 1991 (post-Soviet). 

‣  Gap: ~1250–1991 (~741 years) or ~1801–1991 (190 years). 

‣  Count: 1 group. 

7. Ukraine: 

‣  Original State: Kyivan Rus’ (~882–1240) or Cossack Hetmanate (~1648–1764). 

‣  Loss and Dispersion: Mongol invasion (~1240) or Russian control (~1764); Ukrainian 

diaspora in Poland, Canada, U.S. post-19th century. 

‣  Identity Retention: Through Ukrainian language, Orthodox Church, and nationalist 

movements (e.g., Taras Shevchenko). 

‣  Regained: 1991 (post-Soviet). 

‣  Gap: ~1240–1991 (~751 years) or ~1764–1991 (227 years). 

‣  Count: 1 group. 

Other Potential Cases and Exclusions 

‣  Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia: Lost 1795, regained 1918 (123 years); diaspora in Russia, 

U.S., but smaller scale than Poland or Armenia. Included tentatively for Baltic diaspora 

communities. 

‣  Bulgaria: Lost 1396, regained 1878 (482 years); limited diaspora (some in Ottoman 

cities). Excluded for weak diaspora evidence. 
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‣  Croatia: Lost ~1102, regained 1991 (~889 years); diaspora in Habsburg lands, but 

identity mostly local. Excluded. 

‣  Post-Colonial States (e.g., Algeria, India, Sri Lanka): Gaps like Algeria (1830–1962, 132 

years) or Sri Lanka (1815–1948, 133 years) qualify for 100+ years, but diaspora was 

minimal (e.g., Indian émigrés were small relative to population). Excluded unless clear 

diaspora-driven identity retention. 

‣  African Cases (e.g., Mali, Zimbabwe): Mali Empire (~1600s–1960, ~350 years) or Great 

Zimbabwe (~1450–1980, ~530 years) have gaps >100 years, but diaspora was 

negligible; identity preserved locally. Excluded. 

‣  Non-State Groups: Kurds, Tibetans, Assyrians, or Romani retained identity in diaspora 

but never regained statehood. Excluded. 

‣  Ethiopia: Aksumite fall (~940 CE) to modern state (~1855/1941, ~915–1,001 years); 

minimal diaspora, identity local. Excluded. 

Total Estimate 

‣  Count: ~7–9 groups. 

o Confirmed: Armenia, Poland, Greece, Serbia, Albania, Georgia, Ukraine (7 groups). 

o Tentative: Lithuania, Latvia, or Estonia (123 years each) could add 1–2 more, as 

Baltic diasporas in the U.S. and Russia contributed to nationalist movements, 

though smaller than Poland’s. 

‣  Reasoning: 

o From the ~60–80 groups with 100+ year gaps (previous response), only ~7–9 had 

significant diaspora during statelessness. Most post-colonial states (e.g., Algeria, 

Vietnam) maintained identity locally, not through scattered populations. 

o European and Caucasian groups dominate due to documented diasporas (e.g., 

Armenian communities in Lebanon, Polish émigrés in France) and clear statehood 

revival. 

o Sources: Wikipedia’s diaspora and independence pages, COW project (66 state 

deaths 1816–2007, ~50% revived), and Reddit/Quora discussions on national 

revivals support this range. No dataset lists all diaspora-driven revivals, so this is a 

reasoned estimate. 

‣  Data Gaps: Pre-modern diasporas (e.g., in Africa, Mesoamerica) lack records; many 

groups with long gaps (e.g., India) had minimal diaspora. 

Challenges 

‣  Defining “Scattered”: Ranges from mass exile (Armenians) to partial emigration 

(Lithuanians). I prioritized groups with notable diaspora communities influencing 

identity retention. 

‣  Continuity: Some groups (e.g., Ukraine’s Kyivan Rus’ to modern state) have debated 

political continuity, though cultural links are clear. 

‣  Records: Sparse for pre-modern African or American groups, limiting cases outside 

Europe/Caucasus. 
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‣  Exclusions: Groups without regained statehood (e.g., Assyrians) or minimal diaspora 

(e.g., India, Mali) are excluded. 

This estimate of 7–9 groups is conservative, focusing on well-documented cases with 

significant diaspora and statehood revival after 100+ years. 

GROK (1000 years): Estimating the number of scattered people groups, excluding Israel, that 

have lost their independent state status, retained their national identity for at least 1,000 years 

while dispersed, and later regained statehood is an extremely narrow inquiry due to the rarity 

of such long gaps combined with diaspora conditions. The term “scattered people groups” 

implies a significant diaspora—ethnic or cultural groups dispersed across multiple regions or 

countries due to conquest, exile, or colonization, yet maintaining a distinct national identity 

(e.g., through language, religion, culture, or historical memory) before regaining sovereignty. 

This builds on prior responses, particularly the 1,000-year gap (1–2 groups) and the 100-year 

diaspora filter (7–9 groups). 

Clarified Criteria 

‣  Scattered People Groups: Groups with a significant diaspora, meaning a substantial 

portion of the population was displaced or dispersed across multiple regions or 

countries while retaining national identity. 

‣  National Identity: A cohesive sense of shared culture, language, religion, or historical 

narrative, preserved despite dispersion and statelessness for at least 1,000 years. 

‣  Lost and Regained Statehood: The group had a sovereign state, lost it for at least 1,000 

years, and later regained it as a recognized state tied to their identity. 

‣  Exclusion: Israel (Jewish diaspora, lost ~70 CE, regained 1948; ~1,878 years) is 

excluded, as specified. 

‣  Time Period: Recorded history (~3000 BCE to present, August 22, 2025). 

‣  Focus: Only groups that regained statehood are counted, consistent with prior 

questions. 

Approach to Estimation 

‣  Methodology: Filter the 1–2 groups identified for the 1,000+ year gap (Armenia, 

possibly Georgia) for significant diaspora during stateless periods. Cross-reference: 

o Wikipedia’s lists of sovereign states, independence timelines, and diaspora 

communities. 

o Scholarly sources like the Correlates of War (COW) project and Tanisha Fazal’s 

State Death. 

o Reddit and Quora discussions on diasporas and national revivals. 

‣  Challenges: 

o 1,000+ year gaps with statehood revival are rare; adding diaspora and identity 

retention narrows the pool further. 

o Pre-modern diaspora records are sparse, especially outside Europe and the Middle 

East. 

o Continuity of identity over 1,000+ years requires exceptional cultural resilience 

(e.g., religion, language). 

Key Examples of Scattered People Groups (1,000+ Year Gap) 
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Below are groups meeting the criteria: they had a sovereign state, were significantly dispersed 

during a 1,000+ year period of lost statehood, retained national identity, and regained 

sovereignty. Only one clear case emerges. 

1. Armenia: 

‣  Original State: Kingdom of Armenia (~95 BCE–428 CE) or Cilician Armenia (~1080–1375 

CE). 

‣  Loss and Dispersion: Conquered by Byzantines (~428 CE) or Ottomans (~1375); 

significant Armenian diaspora formed post-1375, amplified by the 1915 Genocide, with 

communities in the Middle East (e.g., Lebanon, Syria), Europe (e.g., France), and 

Americas. 

‣  Identity Retention: Preserved via Armenian Apostolic Church, Armenian language, and 

cultural networks across diaspora (e.g., schools, churches in Venice, Jerusalem). 

‣  Regained: 1991 (post-Soviet independence; 1918 First Republic was brief and 

unstable). 

‣  Gap: ~428 CE–1991 (~1,563 years) or ~1375–1991 (~616 years). 

‣  Assessment: The ~428 CE–1991 gap qualifies (1,563 years). Armenians maintained a 

distinct identity through religion, language, and diaspora institutions despite Byzantine, 

Persian, Ottoman, and Soviet rule. The diaspora (e.g., in Constantinople, Venice, and 

later the U.S.) played a key role in nationalist movements. 

‣  Count: 1 group. 

Other Potential Cases and Exclusions 

‣  Georgia: 

o Original State: Colchian/Iberian states (~6th century BCE) or Kingdom of Georgia 

(~1008–1250 CE). 

o Loss and Dispersion: Mongol invasions (~1250) or Russian annexation (1801); 

Georgian diaspora in Persia, Ottoman Empire, and Europe (e.g., Paris émigrés). 

o Identity Retention: Via Georgian Orthodox Church and language. 

o Regained: 1991 (post-Soviet). 

o Gap: ~6th century BCE–1991 (~2,591 years) or ~1250–1991 (~741 years). 

o Assessment: The ancient Colchian/Iberian gap exceeds 1,000 years, but continuity 

to modern Georgia is debated (medieval kingdom provides stronger continuity). 

The diaspora was smaller than Armenia’s, and the 1801–1991 gap (190 years) is 

too short. Excluded. 

‣  Ethiopia: 

o Original State: Aksumite Empire (~100–940 CE). 

o Loss and Dispersion: Collapsed ~940 CE; minimal diaspora (some communities in 

Yemen, Sudan). 

o Identity Retention: Via Coptic Church, Ge’ez script, and Amhara/Tigray culture. 

o Regained: ~1855 (modern Ethiopia) or 1941 (post-Italian occupation). 

o Gap: ~940–1855 (~915 years) or ~940–1941 (~1,001 years). 
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o Assessment: The diaspora was negligible; identity was preserved locally through 

dynasties (e.g., Solomonic). Excluded for insufficient diaspora and borderline gap. 

‣  Greece: Lost 1453 (Byzantine fall), regained 1830 (377 years). Excluded (<1,000 years). 

‣  Poland: Lost 1795, regained 1918 (123 years). Excluded. 

‣  Serbia: Lost 1459, regained 1878 (419 years). Excluded. 

‣  Albania: Lost ~1479, regained 1912 (433 years). Excluded. 

‣  Ukraine: Lost ~1240 (Kyivan Rus’) or ~1764 (Hetmanate), regained 1991 (~751 or 227 

years). Excluded. 

‣  Others (e.g., India, Mali): Gaps often <1,000 years or lack significant diaspora (e.g., 

Indian identity preserved locally; Mali Empire’s continuity to modern Mali is loose). 

Excluded. 

‣  Non-State Groups: Assyrians, Kurds, Tibetans, or Romani retained identity in diaspora 

but never regained statehood. Excluded. 

Total Estimate 

‣  Count: 1 group (Armenia). 

‣  Reasoning: 

o From the 1–2 groups with 1,000+ year gaps (Armenia, possibly Georgia), only 

Armenia had a significant diaspora that actively preserved national identity (e.g., 

through global Armenian communities post-1375 and 1915). Georgia’s diaspora 

was smaller and less central to identity retention. 

o The extreme rarity of 1,000+ year gaps with statehood revival, combined with the 

diaspora requirement, limits the count. Most groups (e.g., Greeks, Poles) have 

shorter gaps; others (e.g., Assyrians) never regained statehood. 

o Sources: Wikipedia’s diaspora and independence pages, COW project (limited to 

1816–2016, no pre-modern diaspora data), and Reddit/Quora discussions on long-

term national revivals confirm Armenia as the primary case. 

‣  Data Gaps: Pre-modern diasporas (e.g., in Africa, Mesoamerica) lack records; most 

long-gap cases (e.g., Ethiopia) had local identity preservation, not diaspora-driven. 

Challenges 

‣  Defining “Scattered”: Armenia’s diaspora is well-documented (e.g., post-Genocide 

communities); others (e.g., Georgia) had smaller, less impactful diasporas. 

‣  Continuity: Tracing identity over 1,000+ years is difficult; Armenia’s church and 

language provided exceptional resilience. 

‣  Records: Sparse for pre-modern groups outside Europe/Middle East, limiting cases. 

‣  Exclusions: Groups without regained statehood (e.g., Assyrians) or with shorter gaps 

(e.g., Greece, 377 years) are excluded. 

This estimate of 1 group (Armenia) is conservative, reflecting the extreme rarity of 1,000+ year 

gaps with diaspora-driven identity retention and statehood revival. 
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6. Besides Israel, how many nations were removed from their homeland and 

scattered among many other nations before regaining their statehood? 

GROK: The query asks for nations (or people groups with national identity) that had 

independent statehood, were forcibly removed from their homeland on a large scale (e.g., 

through conquest, genocide, or deportations), scattered among multiple other nations 

(forming a significant diaspora), and later regained statehood in their original homeland, 

excluding Israel. This is rare in history, as mass removals of entire populations are uncommon, 

and even rarer is regaining sovereignty after such dispersion. Most cases involve partial 

diasporas during periods of lost statehood (e.g., occupations or partitions), with cultural 

identity maintained despite scattering. 

Based on historical records, no cases match the strict interpretation of near-total removal (like 

the ancient Jewish exiles), but several involve significant deportations, exiles, or forced 

migrations leading to diasporas, followed by state revival. The estimate is derived from 

documented examples in Europe, the Caucasus, and elsewhere, cross-referenced from sources 

like Wikipedia's list of diasporas, historical timelines, and discussions on forced migrations (e.g., 

Soviet deportations, Ottoman expulsions). 

Estimated Number 

Approximately 7-10 such nations meet the criteria, with the range accounting for borderline 

cases (e.g., scale of diaspora or continuity of homeland). These are primarily from the 19th-

20th centuries, involving post-imperial or post-Soviet revivals. 

Key Examples 

The table below lists verified cases, with brief details on the removal/scattering and regaining 

of statehood: 

Nation/Group Original State & Loss Removal & Scattering Identity 

Retention & 

Diaspora 

Regained 

Statehood 

Gap (Years) 

Armenia Kingdom of Armenia 

(lost ~428 CE) or 

Cilician Armenia (lost 

~1375 CE) 

Significant exiles under 

Byzantine/Persian/Ottoman 

rule; mass deportation and 

genocide in 1915 scattered 

millions to Middle East, 

Europe, Americas. 

Preserved via 

Armenian 

Church, 

language, and 

diaspora 

networks (e.g., in 

France, Lebanon). 

Independent 

Republic of 

Armenia in 1991 

(post-Soviet). 

~1,563 (from 

428 CE) or 

~616 (from 

1375 CE) 

Poland Polish-Lithuanian 

Commonwealth 

(partitioned 1795 by 

Russia, Prussia, 

Austria) 

Many Poles exiled or 

emigrated post-uprisings 

(1831, 1863); "Great 

Emigration" to France, UK, 

Americas. 

Maintained 

through 

language, 

Catholicism, 

nationalist 

literature (e.g., 

Mickiewicz). 

Second Polish 

Republic in 1918 

(post-WWI). 

123 

Greece Byzantine Empire 

(fell 1453 to 

Ottomans) 

Ottoman conquest 

scattered Greeks to Venice, 

Vienna, Russia; diaspora 

communities in Europe and 

Ottoman cities. 

Preserved via 

Orthodox Church, 

Greek language, 

cultural centers. 

Modern Greece in 

1830 (Greek War 

of 

Independence). 

377 

Serbia Serbian Empire (lost 

1459 to Ottomans) 

Ottoman conquest; Great 

Serb Migration (1690) 

scattered to Habsburg 

lands (Hungary, Croatia). 

Through Serbian 

Orthodox Church, 

oral traditions. 

Principality of 

Serbia in 1878 

(post-Ottoman). 

419 

Albania Medieval 

principalities (lost 

~1479 to Ottomans) 

Ottoman conquest; 

Arbëreshë diaspora to Italy, 

Greece, Americas. 

Via language, 

traditions, 

Skanderbeg's 

legacy. 

Modern Albania 

in 1912 (post-

Ottoman). 

433 
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Nation/Group Original State & Loss Removal & Scattering Identity 

Retention & 

Diaspora 

Regained 

Statehood 

Gap (Years) 

Lithuania Grand Duchy of 

Lithuania (lost 1795 

to Russian partition) 

Partitions led to exiles post-

uprisings; diaspora to U.S., 

Poland. 

Through 

language, 

Catholic Church, 

nationalism. 

Modern Lithuania 

in 1918 (post-

WWI). 

123 

Georgia Kingdom of Georgia 

(fragmented ~1250 

by Mongols; annexed 

1801 by Russia) 

Invasions and annexations 

scattered to Persia, 

Ottoman Empire, Europe. 

Via Orthodox 

Church, 

language. 

Modern Georgia 

in 1991 (post-

Soviet). 

~741 (from 

1250) 

Ukraine Kyivan Rus' (lost 

~1240 to Mongols) or 

Cossack Hetmanate 

(lost ~1764 to Russia) 

Russian/Soviet rule; 

diaspora post-19th century 

repressions to Canada, U.S. 

Through 

language, 

Orthodox Church, 

nationalism (e.g., 

Shevchenko). 

Modern Ukraine 

in 1991 (post-

Soviet). 

~751 (from 

1240) 

Estonia Independent Estonia 

(lost 1940 to Soviet 

occupation) 

WWII/Soviet deportations 

(1941, 1949) sent tens of 

thousands to Siberia; many 

fled to Sweden, Germany, 

West. 

Preserved in exile 

communities; 

some returned 

post-

independence. 

Independence 

regained in 1991 

(post-Soviet). 

51 

Latvia Independent Latvia 

(lost 1940 to Soviet 

occupation) 

Similar Soviet deportations 

and exiles; diaspora to U.S., 

Russia. 

Maintained in 

Baltic 

communities 

abroad. 

Independence 

regained in 1991 

(post-Soviet). 

51 

Notes and Challenges 

‣  Range Explanation: 7 confirmed (Armenia, Poland, Greece, Serbia, Albania, Georgia, 

Ukraine); 8-10 if including Baltic states (Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania), as their deportations 

were mass but not total. 

‣  Borderline Cases: Groups like Circassians (exiled by Russia in 1860s) or Chechens 

(deported by Soviets in 1944) had mass removals but haven't regained sovereign 

statehood. Liberia (founded by freed African American slaves in 1847) is sometimes 

cited but doesn't fit, as it wasn't a pre-existing nation regaining its specific homeland. 

‣  Uniqueness: No cases match the ancient Jewish diaspora's scale and duration (~1,878 

years). Most examples involve 100-700 year gaps with partial (not total) scattering 

during imperial rule. 

‣  Sources: Drawn from Wikipedia (List of Diasporas, Population Transfers in USSR), 

historical analyses (e.g., Soviet deportations), and discussions on forced migrations. No 

comprehensive list exists, as records for pre-modern cases are sparse. 

7. Besides Israel, how many nations have had the loss of their statehood 

predicted at least 100 years in advance?  

GROK: Estimating the number of nations, excluding Israel, that have had the loss of their 

statehood predicted at least 100 years in advance and later regained statehood is a complex 

and speculative task. The query implies a specific prophecy or prediction—made with clear 

intent and documented at least a century before the event—that accurately foretold a nation’s 

loss of sovereignty, followed by its eventual restoration. This is rare in historical records, as 

precise, long-term predictions of statehood loss are uncommon outside religious or cultural 

narratives, and even rarer are those tied to groups that regained statehood. 
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Clarified Criteria 

‣  Nation: A group with a distinct national identity (ethnic, cultural, or political) that had a 

sovereign state, lost it, and later regained it. 

‣  Loss Predicted 100+ Years in Advance: A documented prophecy, political forecast, or 

cultural narrative explicitly predicting the loss of statehood, made at least 100 years 

before the event, with sufficient specificity (e.g., naming the nation or its homeland). 

‣  Regained Statehood: The nation must have restored sovereignty in its original 

homeland, consistent with prior questions. 

‣  Exclusion: Israel, due to biblical prophecies (e.g., Deuteronomy 28:64–68, predicting 

exile ~600 BCE, fulfilled ~70 CE, regained 1948), is excluded. 

‣  Scope: Recorded history (~3000 BCE to August 22, 2025). 

‣  Focus: Only groups that lost and regained statehood are counted, as implied by prior 

questions. 

Approach to Estimation 

‣  Methodology: 

o Review the ~120–150 groups with 10+ year gaps, ~60–80 with 100+ year gaps, and 

~7–10 with diaspora (from prior responses) for evidence of predictions. 

o Search historical, religious, and literary records for documented prophecies or 

forecasts predicting statehood loss 100+ years in advance. 

o Cross-reference with Wikipedia’s historical timelines, diaspora pages, and scholarly 

works on political prophecies (e.g., in religious texts or nationalist literature). 

o Check discussions on platforms like Reddit or Quora for references to obscure 

predictions. 

‣  Challenges: 

o Prophecies are often vague, symbolic, or retrospective (e.g., interpreted after the 

fact). 

o Few cultures documented long-term political predictions with specificity. 

o Most examples of regained statehood (e.g., Poland, Greece) lack clear, pre-

documented predictions of loss 100+ years prior. 

o Records for ancient groups (e.g., in Africa or Mesoamerica) are sparse, limiting pre-

modern cases. 

Analysis and Examples 

No clear cases emerge where a nation’s loss of statehood was explicitly predicted 100+ years in 

advance, followed by regained statehood, excluding Israel. Below, I evaluate potential 

candidates from the groups identified in prior responses (e.g., Armenia, Poland, Greece) and 

explain why they fall short: 

1. Armenia: 

‣  Context: Lost statehood ~428 CE (Kingdom of Armenia to Byzantines) or ~1375 CE 

(Cilician Armenia to Mamluks/Ottomans); regained 1991. 

‣  Prediction: Armenian Christian traditions include apocalyptic or prophetic literature 

(e.g., works by medieval historians like Movses Khorenatsi), but no specific prophecy 
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predicts statehood loss 100+ years in advance. The 1915 Genocide was foreseen in 

vague terms by some late 19th-century figures, but this is too close to the event and 

unrelated to earlier losses. 

‣  Assessment: No documented prediction meets the 100-year threshold. Excluded. 

2. Poland: 

‣  Context: Lost in 1795 (partitions by Russia, Prussia, Austria); regained 1918 (123 years). 

‣  Prediction: 18th-century Polish literature and political discourse (e.g., by reformers like 

Stanisław Staszic) warned of potential collapse due to internal weaknesses, but these 

were contemporary analyses, not prophecies 100+ years prior. Messianic movements 

(e.g., Adam Mickiewicz’s writings) emerged post-loss, focusing on revival, not pre-loss 

prediction. 

‣  Assessment: No clear prophecy or forecast 100+ years before 1795. Excluded. 

3. Greece: 

‣  Context: Lost 1453 (Byzantine fall to Ottomans); regained 1830 (377 years). 

‣  Prediction: Byzantine prophecies (e.g., Oracles of Leo the Wise, ~9th century) vaguely 

predicted Constantinople’s fall, but these are symbolic, not nation-specific, and lack 

clear 100-year foresight. Post-fall, Greek diaspora maintained revival hopes, but no 

pre-1453 prediction is documented. 

‣  Assessment: No specific prophecy 100+ years before 1453. Excluded. 

4. Serbia: 

‣  Context: Lost 1459 (Ottoman conquest); regained 1878 (419 years). 

‣  Prediction: Serbian epic poetry and Orthodox traditions preserved national memory 

post-loss, but no pre-1459 texts predict the fall 100+ years in advance. Ottoman 

expansion was a known threat, but no specific prophecy is recorded. 

‣  Assessment: Excluded. 

5. Albania: 

‣  Context: Lost ~1479 (Ottoman conquest); regained 1912 (433 years). 

‣  Prediction: No known Albanian or regional texts predict the fall of principalities 100+ 

years prior. Skanderbeg’s resistance (15th century) inspired later nationalism, but no 

long-term prophecy exists. 

‣  Assessment: Excluded. 

6. Georgia: 

‣  Context: Lost ~1250 (Mongol invasions) or 1801 (Russian annexation); regained 1991 

(~741 or 190 years). 

‣  Prediction: Georgian chronicles (e.g., Kartlis Tskhovreba) record historical events but 

lack specific prophecies of statehood loss 100+ years prior. Russian annexation was 

gradual, with no pre-1701 predictions noted. 

‣  Assessment: Excluded. 
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. Ukraine: 

‣  Context: Lost ~1240 (Kyivan Rus’ to Mongols) or ~1764 (Hetmanate to Russia); 

regained 1991 (~751 or 227 years). 

‣  Prediction: No pre-1240 or pre-1764 prophecies predict Ukraine’s loss with 100-year 

foresight. Cossack chronicles and later nationalist works (e.g., Shevchenko) focus on 

post-loss revival. 

‣  Assessment: Excluded. 

Other Considerations 

‣  Post-Colonial States (e.g., Algeria, India): Losses (e.g., Algeria 1830, India 1858) were 

due to colonial conquest, but no pre-colonial prophecies predicted these events 100+ 

years prior. Nationalist movements emerged closer to independence (e.g., 19th–20th 

centuries). 

‣  African Cases (e.g., Mali, Zimbabwe): Pre-colonial empires (e.g., Mali Empire, Great 

Zimbabwe) lack written records of prophecies predicting loss 100+ years in advance. 

Oral traditions are too vague or undocumented. 

‣  Non-State Groups (e.g., Assyrians, Kurds): Despite diaspora and identity retention, 

they haven’t regained statehood, so they’re excluded. 

‣  General Prophecies: Some cultures have apocalyptic traditions (e.g., Byzantine or 

Persian texts), but these are typically vague, not nation-specific, or post-event 

interpretations. No clear cases align with the criteria. 

Total Estimate 

‣  Count: 0 groups. 

‣  Reasoning: 

o No documented cases, excluding Israel, show a specific prediction of statehood 

loss made 100+ years in advance, followed by loss and eventual regaining of 

statehood. 

o Israel’s case is unique due to biblical prophecies (e.g., Jeremiah, Ezekiel) explicitly 

predicting exile and return, fulfilled over centuries. No equivalent exists for other 

nations in historical records. 

o Sources checked (Wikipedia’s historical timelines, COW project, Reddit/Quora 

discussions on prophecies) yield no matches. The COW project (1816–2016) 

doesn’t cover pre-modern predictions, and religious/literary texts (e.g., Byzantine 

oracles, Armenian chronicles) lack the required specificity or timeframe. 

‣  Limitations: 

o Prophecies are often symbolic or retrospective, making verification difficult. 

o Sparse records for pre-modern groups (e.g., in Africa, Mesoamerica) limit evidence. 

o Political forecasts (e.g., 18th-century Polish warnings) are too close to the event or 

analytical, not prophetic. 

Challenges 

‣  Specificity: Most historical “prophecies” are vague or post-facto interpretations, unlike 

Israel’s biblical predictions. 
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‣  Documentation: Pre-modern records rarely include long-term political forecasts with 

100-year foresight. 

‣  Continuity: Even among diaspora groups (e.g., Armenia, Poland), no clear pre-loss 

prophecy aligns with the criteria. 

‣  Exclusions: Groups like Assyrians or Tibetans, with diaspora but no regained statehood, 

don’t qualify. 

This estimate of 0 groups reflects the absence of verifiable cases meeting the strict criteria. 

8. Since GROK estimated 0 groups in the last question, I’ve reworded the question 

as: How many nations other than Israel have had the manner of the loss of 

their homeland predicted at least 100 years in advance? 

GROK: Estimating the number of nations, excluding Israel, that have had the manner of the loss 

of their homeland (i.e., statehood or control over their territory) predicted at least 100 years in 

advance, and later regained statehood, is a highly specific and challenging task. The term 

“manner of the loss” implies that the prediction must not only foresee the loss of statehood 

but also describe how it occurs (e.g., conquest, exile, partition) with some degree of specificity. 

This is exceptionally rare, as historical records seldom contain precise, long-term predictions 

about both the event and its mechanism, especially tied to nations that later regained 

sovereignty. 

Clarified Criteria 

‣  Nation: A group with a distinct national identity (ethnic, cultural, or political) that had a 

sovereign state, lost control of its homeland, and later regained statehood. 

‣  Manner of Loss Predicted 100+ Years in Advance: A documented prophecy, political 

forecast, or cultural narrative, made at least 100 years before the loss, explicitly 

predicting the loss of statehood and describing how it occurs (e.g., conquest by a 

specific power, exile, partition). 

‣  Regained Statehood: The nation must have restored sovereignty in its original 

homeland, consistent with prior questions. 

‣  Exclusion: Israel, due to biblical prophecies (e.g., Deuteronomy 28:64–68, ~600 BCE, 

predicting exile by foreign conquest, fulfilled ~70 CE, regained 1948), is excluded. 

‣  Scope: Recorded history (~3000 BCE to August 22, 2025). 

‣  Focus: Only groups that lost and regained statehood are counted, per prior questions. 

Approach to Estimation 

‣  Methodology: 

o Review the ~120–150 groups with 10+ year gaps, ~60–80 with 100+ year gaps, and 

~7–10 with diaspora (from prior responses) for evidence of predictions specifying 

the manner of statehood loss. 

o Search historical, religious, and literary records for prophecies or forecasts 

predicting both the loss and its specific mechanism (e.g., conquest, partition) 100+ 

years prior. 
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o Cross-reference with Wikipedia’s historical timelines, diaspora pages, and scholarly 

works on political or religious prophecies (e.g., Byzantine oracles, Armenian 

chronicles). 

o Check Reddit/Quora for references to obscure predictions. 

‣  Challenges: 

o Prophecies are often vague, symbolic, or retrospective, rarely specifying the 

“manner” of loss (e.g., conquest vs. partition). 

o Few cultures documented long-term political predictions with such specificity. 

o Most revived nations (e.g., Poland, Greece) lack pre-documented predictions of 

both loss and its mechanism 100+ years prior. 

o Pre-modern records, especially outside Europe/Middle East, are sparse. 

Analysis and Examples 

No clear cases emerge where a nation’s loss of statehood and the specific manner of that loss 

were predicted 100+ years in advance, followed by regained statehood, excluding Israel. I 

evaluated key candidates from prior responses (e.g., Armenia, Poland, Greece) and other 

potential cases, but none meet the strict criteria. Below is the analysis: 

1. Armenia: 

‣  Context: Lost statehood ~428 CE (Kingdom of Armenia to Byzantines) or ~1375 CE 

(Cilician Armenia to Mamluks/Ottomans); regained 1991. 

‣  Prediction: Armenian Christian texts (e.g., Movses Khorenatsi’s History of Armenia, 

~5th century) include historical narratives but no specific prophecies predicting the 

manner of loss (e.g., conquest by Byzantines or Ottomans) 100+ years prior. The 1915 

Genocide was vaguely anticipated by some late 19th-century figures, but these are too 

close to the event and unrelated to earlier losses. 

‣  Assessment: No prophecy specifies the manner (e.g., conquest, exile) 100+ years 

before 428 CE or 1375 CE. Excluded. 

2. Poland: 

‣  Context: Lost in 1795 (partitions by Russia, Prussia, Austria); regained 1918 (123 years). 

‣  Prediction: 18th-century Polish reformers (e.g., Stanisław Staszic, Hugo Kołłątaj) 

warned of collapse due to internal weaknesses and foreign intervention, but these 

were analyses within decades of 1795, not 100+ years prior. No earlier texts (e.g., from 

1695 or before) predict partition as the specific manner of loss. 

‣  Assessment: No 100+ year prophecy specifies partition. Excluded. 

3. Greece: 

‣  Context: Lost 1453 (Byzantine fall to Ottomans); regained 1830 (377 years). 

‣  Prediction: Byzantine oracles (e.g., Oracles of Leo the Wise, ~9th century) vaguely 

predict Constantinople’s fall, sometimes as conquest, but lack specificity about the 

Greek nation or the Ottoman conquest’s mechanism (e.g., siege, occupation). These 

are symbolic and not tied to a 100-year timeframe before 1453 (e.g., from 1353 or 

earlier). 

‣  Assessment: No prophecy clearly specifies the manner of loss 100+ years prior. 

Excluded. 
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4. Serbia: 

‣  Context: Lost 1459 (Ottoman conquest); regained 1878 (419 years). 

‣  Prediction: Serbian Orthodox traditions and epic poetry post-date the loss, focusing on 

revival (e.g., Kosovo Cycle). No pre-1359 texts predict Ottoman conquest as the specific 

manner of loss. 

‣  Assessment: Excluded. 

5. Albania: 

‣  Context: Lost ~1479 (Ottoman conquest); regained 1912 (433 years). 

‣  Prediction: No Albanian or regional texts from ~1379 or earlier predict conquest or 

exile as the manner of loss. Skanderbeg’s resistance (15th century) inspired later 

nationalism, but no prior prophecy exists. 

‣  Assessment: Excluded. 

6. Georgia: 

‣  Context: Lost ~1250 (Mongol invasions) or 1801 (Russian annexation); regained 1991. 

‣  Prediction: Georgian chronicles (e.g., Kartlis Tskhovreba) document history but lack 

prophecies predicting Mongol conquest or Russian annexation 100+ years prior (e.g., 

from ~1150 or ~1701). 

‣  Assessment: Excluded. 

7. Ukraine: 

‣  Context: Lost ~1240 (Kyivan Rus’ to Mongols) or ~1764 (Hetmanate to Russia); 

regained 1991. 

‣  Prediction: No pre-1240 or pre-1764 texts predict Mongol invasion or Russian 

annexation as the manner of loss 100+ years prior. Later chronicles (e.g., Cossack 

records) focus on post-loss identity. 

‣  Assessment: Excluded. 

Other Considerations 

‣  Post-Colonial States (e.g., Algeria, India): Losses (e.g., Algeria 1830, India 1858) were 

due to colonial conquest, but no pre-colonial prophecies from 1730 or 1758 predict the 

specific manner (e.g., French or British conquest). Nationalist movements emerged 

closer to independence. 

‣  African Cases (e.g., Mali, Zimbabwe): Pre-colonial empires (e.g., Mali Empire, ~1600s; 

Great Zimbabwe, ~1450) lack written records of prophecies predicting loss by conquest 

or collapse 100+ years prior. Oral traditions are vague. 

‣  Non-State Groups (e.g., Assyrians, Kurds): Despite diaspora, they haven’t regained 

statehood, so they’re excluded. 

‣  General Prophecies: Some cultures have apocalyptic traditions (e.g., Byzantine or 

Persian texts), but these are vague, not nation-specific, or lack the “manner” (e.g., 

conquest vs. partition). No cases match Israel’s biblical specificity (e.g., exile by foreign 

powers). 
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Total Estimate 

‣  Count: 0 groups. 

‣  Reasoning: 

o No documented cases, excluding Israel, show a specific prediction of statehood 

loss and its manner (e.g., conquest, exile, partition) made 100+ years in advance, 

followed by loss and regained statehood. 

o Israel’s case is unique due to biblical prophecies explicitly predicting exile by 

foreign conquest (e.g., Babylonian or Roman), fulfilled centuries later. No 

equivalent exists for other nations in historical, religious, or literary records. 

o Sources checked: Wikipedia’s historical timelines, COW project (1816–2016, no 

pre-modern prophecy data), and Reddit/Quora discussions on prophecies yield no 

matches. Religious texts (e.g., Armenian, Byzantine) lack the required specificity or 

timeframe. 

‣  Limitations: 

o Prophecies are often symbolic, retrospective, or lack details about the “manner” of 

loss. 

o Pre-modern records rarely include long-term, specific political forecasts. 

o Most revived nations (e.g., Armenia, Poland) have no pre-loss prophecies meeting 

the criteria. 

Challenges 

‣  Specificity of “Manner”: Requires predicting not just loss but how it happens (e.g., 

conquest by a named power), which is almost absent outside Israel’s case. 

‣  Documentation: Sparse for pre-modern groups, especially in Africa, Asia, or the 

Americas. 

‣  Continuity: Even diaspora groups (e.g., Armenia) lack prophecies specifying the 

manner of loss 100+ years prior. 

‣  Exclusions: Groups without regained statehood (e.g., Assyrians) or with vague 

predictions (e.g., Byzantine oracles) don’t qualify. 

This estimate of 0 groups reflects the absence of verifiable cases meeting the strict criteria. 

9. How many of these nations, before they lost their statehood, were told 

beforehand they would be scattered around the world, yet would never lose 

their identity? 

(Since GROK estimated 0 groups for question 8, the answer here would be 0 as well.) 

10. Besides Israel, how many nations have had the restoration of their statehood 

predicted at least 100 years in advance? 

GROK: Estimating the number of nations, excluding Israel, that have had the restoration of their 

statehood predicted at least 100 years in advance, after losing their homeland, is a highly 

specific inquiry. The query requires a documented prophecy, forecast, or cultural narrative—

made at least 100 years before the restoration—that explicitly predicted the reestablishment 

�  

�  
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of a nation’s sovereignty in its original homeland, following a period of statelessness. This is 

rare, as long-term, specific predictions of statehood restoration are uncommon outside 

religious or nationalist contexts, and even rarer are those tied to nations that actually regained 

statehood. 

Clarified Criteria 

‣  Nation: A group with a distinct national identity (ethnic, cultural, or political) that had a 

sovereign state, lost control of its homeland, and later regained statehood. 

‣  Restoration Predicted 100+ Years in Advance: A documented prophecy, political 

forecast, or cultural narrative, made at least 100 years before the restoration, explicitly 

predicting the reestablishment of statehood in the homeland. 

‣  Lost and Regained Statehood: The nation must have lost sovereignty (e.g., through 

conquest, partition, or colonization) and later regained it, consistent with prior 

questions. 

‣  Exclusion: Israel, due to biblical prophecies (e.g., Isaiah 11:11–12, Jeremiah 31:10, 

~700–600 BCE, predicting return from exile, fulfilled partially post-Babylonian exile and 

fully in 1948), is excluded. 

‣  Scope: Recorded history (~3000 BCE to August 22, 2025). 

‣  Focus: Only groups that regained statehood are counted, per prior questions. 

Approach to Estimation 

‣  Methodology: 

o Review the ~120–150 groups with 10+ year gaps, ~60–80 with 100+ year gaps, and 

~7–10 with diaspora (from prior responses) for evidence of predictions specifying 

statehood restoration 100+ years prior. 

o Search historical, religious, and literary records for prophecies or forecasts 

predicting restoration (e.g., nationalist writings, religious texts, or political visions). 

o Cross-reference with Wikipedia’s historical timelines, diaspora pages, and scholarly 

works on political or religious prophecies (e.g., in Byzantine, Armenian, or Polish 

contexts). 

o Check Reddit/Quora for references to obscure predictions of national revival. 

‣  Challenges: 

o Prophecies of restoration are often vague, symbolic, or retrospective (e.g., 

interpreted after the fact). 

o Few cultures documented long-term predictions of statehood restoration with 

specificity. 

o Most revived nations (e.g., Poland, Greece) have nationalist aspirations emerging 

closer to restoration, not 100+ years prior. 

o Pre-modern records, especially outside Europe/Middle East, are sparse. 

Analysis and Examples 

No definitive cases emerge where a nation’s restoration of statehood was explicitly predicted 

100+ years in advance with sufficient specificity, followed by actual restoration, excluding 

Israel. Below, I evaluate key candidates from prior responses (e.g., Armenia, Poland, Greece) 

and explain why they fall short, while noting one borderline case: 
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1. Armenia: 

‣  Context: Lost statehood ~428 CE (Kingdom of Armenia to Byzantines) or ~1375 CE 

(Cilician Armenia to Mamluks/Ottomans); regained 1991 (post-Soviet). 

‣  Prediction: Armenian Christian traditions include messianic hopes of national revival, 

notably in texts like those of Nerses the Great (~4th century) or later medieval 

chronicles. Some 19th-century nationalist writings (e.g., by Mikayel Chamchian, 

~1780s) envisioned an Armenian homeland, but these are too close to 1918 (First 

Republic, ~130 years) or 1991 (~200 years). No clear prophecy from ~1891 or earlier 

(for 1991) or ~1818 (for 1918) explicitly predicts restoration. 

‣  Assessment: Vague hopes of revival exist, but no specific prophecy 100+ years before 

1918 or 1991 predicts statehood restoration. Excluded. 

2. Poland: 

‣  Context: Lost in 1795 (partitions by Russia, Prussia, Austria); regained 1918 (123 years). 

‣  Prediction: Polish messianism (e.g., Adam Mickiewicz’s Books of the Polish Nation and 

Pilgrimage, 1832) envisioned Poland’s revival as a “Christ of Nations,” but this was 

post-loss and only ~86 years before 1918. Earlier 18th-century writings (e.g., by 

Stanisław Leszczyński) speculated on reform but not restoration 100+ years prior (e.g., 

from 1818 or earlier). No pre-1718 prophecy predicts Poland’s restoration. 

‣  Assessment: No specific prediction 100+ years before 1918. Excluded. 

3. Greece: 

‣  Context: Lost 1453 (Byzantine fall to Ottomans); regained 1830 (377 years). 

‣  Prediction: Byzantine prophecies (e.g., Oracles of Leo the Wise, ~9th century) vaguely 

foretold Constantinople’s liberation, but these focus on Byzantine/Christian revival, not 

a Greek nation-state, and lack specificity. Post-1453 Greek diaspora (e.g., Phanariots) 

fostered revivalist ideas by the 18th century, but no texts from ~1730 or earlier predict 

a Greek state’s restoration in 1830. The Philiki Eteria (1814) planned independence, 

but this is too close (~16 years). 

‣  Assessment: No prophecy 100+ years before 1830 specifies restoration. Excluded. 

4. Serbia: 

‣  Context: Lost 1459 (Ottoman conquest); regained 1878 (419 years). 

‣  Prediction: Serbian epic poetry (e.g., Kosovo Cycle, post-1389) and Orthodox traditions 

kept national hopes alive but were post-loss and focused on cultural memory, not 

specific restoration predictions. No texts from ~1778 or earlier predict Serbia’s 1878 

independence. 

‣  Assessment: Excluded. 

5. Albania: 

‣  Context: Lost ~1479 (Ottoman conquest); regained 1912 (433 years). 

‣  Prediction: Albanian oral traditions and Skanderbeg’s legacy (~15th century) inspired 

nationalism, but no texts from ~1812 or earlier predict statehood restoration. 19th-

century Rilindja (National Awakening) writings are too close to 1912. 
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‣  Assessment: Excluded. 

6. Georgia: 

‣  Context: Lost ~1250 (Mongol invasions) or 1801 (Russian annexation); regained 1991. 

‣  Prediction: Georgian chronicles (e.g., Kartlis Tskhovreba) and Orthodox traditions 

express hopes of revival, but no specific prophecy from ~1891 or earlier predicts 1991 

independence. Russian-era nationalism (19th century) is too late. 

‣  Assessment: Excluded. 

7. Ukraine: 

‣  Context: Lost ~1240 (Kyivan Rus’ to Mongols) or ~1764 (Hetmanate to Russia); 

regained 1991. 

‣  Prediction: Ukrainian nationalist ideas (e.g., Taras Shevchenko, mid-19th century) 

emerged post-loss, within ~150 years of 1991. No texts from ~1891 or earlier predict 

restoration. Earlier chronicles (e.g., Primary Chronicle) lack specific restoration 

prophecies. 

‣  Assessment: Excluded. 

8. Ethiopia (Borderline Case): 

‣  Context: Aksumite Empire collapsed ~940 CE; modern Ethiopia consolidated ~1855 

(Emperor Tewodros II) or fully sovereign 1941 (post-Italian occupation). 

‣  Prediction: The Kebra Nagast (Ethiopian holy text, ~13th–14th century) claims divine 

favor for the Solomonic dynasty and Ethiopia’s enduring role, interpreted by some as 

predicting national revival despite losses (e.g., post-Aksumite decline). Written ~600–

700 years before 1855, it meets the 100-year threshold. However, the text is symbolic, 

focusing on divine legitimacy rather than a specific restoration event, and Ethiopia 

maintained semi-sovereignty through dynasties, weakening the “loss” criterion. 

‣  Assessment: Tentative inclusion due to the Kebra Nagast’s broad restorationist 

themes, but its vagueness and Ethiopia’s semi-continuous statehood make it 

borderline. Counted as 1 group with caution. 

Other Considerations 

‣  Post-Colonial States (e.g., Algeria, India): Independence movements (e.g., Algeria 1962, 

India 1947) were driven by 19th–20th-century nationalism, not prophecies from 1862 

or 1847. No pre-colonial texts predict restoration. 

‣  African Cases (e.g., Mali, Zimbabwe): Oral traditions or chronicles (e.g., Mali’s Epic of 

Sundiata) lack specific restoration prophecies 100+ years prior to independence (e.g., 

1960). 

‣  Non-State Groups (e.g., Assyrians, Kurds): No regained statehood, so excluded. 

‣  General Prophecies: Some traditions (e.g., Byzantine oracles, Persian texts) predict 

cultural or religious revival but lack nation-specific restoration predictions with 100-

year foresight. 

Total Estimate 

‣  Count: 0–1 groups (Ethiopia as a borderline case). �  



Fifty-Five Questions for Skeptics 

 

 
64 

‣  Reasoning: 

o No definitive cases, excluding Israel, show a specific prediction of statehood 

restoration 100+ years in advance, followed by actual restoration. Israel’s biblical 

prophecies (e.g., predicting return from exile) are unique in their specificity and 

fulfillment. 

o Ethiopia’s Kebra Nagast (~13th century) offers a vague restorationist vision, 

potentially applicable to ~1855, but its symbolic nature and Ethiopia’s semi-

continuous statehood make it a weak match. 

o Sources checked: Wikipedia’s historical timelines, COW project (1816–2016, no 

prophecy data), and Reddit/Quora discussions on national revivals yield no clear 

matches. Religious texts (e.g., Armenian, Byzantine) lack specific restoration 

prophecies 100+ years prior. 

‣  Limitations: 

o Prophecies are often symbolic or retrospective, lacking specificity for restoration 

events. 

o Pre-modern records rarely include long-term, nation-specific restoration forecasts. 

o Most revived nations’ aspirations (e.g., Poland, Greece) emerged within decades of 

restoration. 

Challenges 

‣  Specificity: Predicting restoration with details (e.g., timing, homeland) 100+ years in 

advance is almost absent outside Israel’s case. 

‣  Documentation: Sparse for pre-modern groups, especially in Africa or the Americas. 

‣  Continuity: Nations like Ethiopia blur the “loss” criterion due to semi-sovereignty. 

‣  Exclusions: Groups without regained statehood (e.g., Assyrians) or with late 

predictions (e.g., Polish messianism) don’t qualify. 

This estimate of 0–1 groups (Ethiopia tentatively) reflects the rarity of verifiable cases.  

11. How many of these nations have had the future conditions within their 

restored nation predicted in detail? 

GROK: From the historical nations discussed (e.g., Armenia, Poland, Greece, Serbia, Albania, 

Georgia, Ukraine, Lithuania), no clear cases emerge where detailed predictions about future 

internal conditions (e.g., society, economy, politics, or culture) in the restored nation were 

made prior to restoration. While some traditions, such as Polish messianism or Greek Orthodox 

prophecies, envision a revived nation's role in broader spiritual or geopolitical contexts (e.g., 

Poland as a "messiah" for Europe or Greece reclaiming Constantinople), these are typically 

vague, symbolic, or focused on external events rather than specific internal conditions. No 

equivalents to highly detailed prophetic descriptions (e.g., prosperity, governance, or societal 

structures) were found in verifiable historical records for these groups. 
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